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INTRODUCTION. 



The times were, -when fuperftidous cre- 
dulity ruled the human mind ; — all was 
fupernatural ; and every ftep you took 
was on magic ground. A crazed imagi- 
nation peopled every fcene in nature with 
prodigies and fpirit; } and afcribed fuper* 
natural powers to t|ie moft ignorant and 
wretched of the human race. Thofe wild 
and ungrounded imaginations have difap« 
B peared^ 
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14 INTRODUCTION. ' 

peared, before the light, which advancing 
fcience, and free and manly thinking, 
have difFufed. But fcieace, and freedom 
of thought, while they have difpelled the 
phantoms of fuperftition, have brought 
in their train a new evil : Scepticifm has 
occupied ^the-jJace, which the departure 
of Superftition had left vacant. Finding 
that the belief of fupematural occur- 
rences has bgen carried to extravagant ex- 
cefs ; the freethinker forms a fweeping 
refolution againft every fpedes of fuch be- 
lief : He holds it a fixed principle, that 
the unvarying regularity of the laws of 
nature has in no inftance admitted of ex- 
ception ; and he derides, as a fable, the ' 
dream of enthufiaftn, or the fiftion of. 
impofturc; every pretended account of 
fupernatural occurrences. Human nature 
is ever prone to fall iatb extremes ; for. 
getting that truth is in general placed fome- 
Vfhere in the medium} and that thofe, 
"- X who 
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who refolve to ftand at the fartheft dif- 
tant points of oppofition, are moft pro- 
bably both of them taking their ftation» 
in the oppofite regions of error. 

It is the objed of the following pages^ 
to exhibit the teftimony, by which we are 
infc^rmed, that fi^cmatural works were 
wrought in attcftation of the truth of 
Chriftianity. The fubjed is not a new 
one. It has been difcuffed with ability 
and learning; and the advocates for 
miracles, have triumphed in the argu- 
ment. The ability, the learning, and fuc- 
cefs of thofe advocates, do not preclude 
the poflibility of the fiibjed being dated 
in new and ftronger points of view, and 
in points of view more adapted to the i- 
deas, and more calculated to imprefs the 
underftandings, of fome particular clafs of 
readers. Whether the following pages 
contain views of this important fubjeft, 

B 2 that 
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that are in any degree new, or ftronger, 
or more adapted to the underftandings of 
particular perfons, I leave to the judge- 
ment of khofe, if any fuch there fhall be, 
who may take the trouble to perufe them. 
If there be the leaft probability of their 
having the fmalleflr tendency to form, or 
increafe conviftion, on a point fo fuperla- 
tively momentous, that is a fufficient a* 
^)ology for their publication* 



PRO. 
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PROPOSITION L 

THAT MIRACLES ARE CAPABLE OF 
PROOF FROM TESTIMONY* 



It was by the cekbrated David Hume, 
ihat th€ truth of this propofition was firfl 
made a queftion ; by him, whofe fop^illi- 
eating mind made a queftion of every 
thing ; whofe reafonings tended to de- 
ftroy all belief whatever ; to involve the 
underftajidmg in complete and univerfal 
fceptieifm. The resrfbning of Mr Hume^ 
djs I underftand it, is iir fubftance this. 
B 3 " The 
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** The univerfal experience, he fays, of e- 
very age and country, is againft the fup- 
pofition of a miracle ; the credit 'which 
we attach to teftimony, is founded only on 
experience ; and the beft poffible hxunan 
teftimony cannot be fupported, by a more 
complete and univcrfal experience, than 
tliat which oppofes the belief of a mira- 
cle, " If this reafoning be found, it ftops 
me ; it renders unavailing the inquiries I 
propofe to purfue ; it fayes the labour of 
hiftorical refearch ; it filences the reafon- 
ing of every advocate for miracles, and 
feals the mouth of every witnefs to their 
truth. With refpeft to the foundnefs of 
Mr Hume's reafoning, I fubmit to the 
reader the following obfervations. 

In the firft place, it is contrary to com- 
mon fenfe. Every perfon can recoUeft 
twelve men, on whofe affertion, ferioufly 
made, and fteadily perfifted in, he would 

believe 
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PROP. I. OF MIRACLES. I9 

believe any thing: and he would fmile 
at the metaphyfical fubtlety by which you 
fliould attempt to reafon him into diftruft. 
Accordingly, Mr Hume himfelf, as is 
fliewn by Dr Campbell, forfakes his own 
principle ; and, unheedingly, overcome 
by the power of common fenfe, he pro- 
duces an imagined cafe^ in which a fup- 
pofed miracle might, by a fuppofed tefti- 
mony, be credibly authenticated. His 
boafted principle, the palladium of infi- 
delity, the eternal filencer of every plead- 
er for enthufiafm, is a mere metaphyfic 
fpell, with which the magician promifes 
to eflfed wonders ; but which, when you 
come to try its power, breaks, and dif- 
appears. . Without following the meta- 
phyfician through abflrad and fubtle rea- 
fbnings, you need but approach his argu- 
ment with the light of plain, found, com- 
mon fenfe ; and it vanifhes, as the phantom 
of the night from the emerging fun. 

With 
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With refpeft to the foundndk of Mr 
Hume's reafonmg, I obferve^ in the fecond 
place, that its application to the fubjefts 
of human teftimony, would be produftire 
of confequences, which all muft allow 
to be abfurd and inadmiffible. The prin* 
dple may be fliown to be a falfe one, by 
the rule of redu^U ad abfurdum. If, 
then, you adopt the principle at all, yott 
muft adopt it, to th6 diibelief of every 
thing that is unconformable to yoinr owi^ 
perfonal experience. According to thi« 
principle, the King of Siam did perfedly 
right, in difbelieving the freezing of wa- 
ter \ and, though all Europe had urated 
infolemnly afferting^the fad, he ought 
not to have believed it. There i» indeed 
a deference between this fafl:, and a mi- 
racle. The one is agreeable to the efta- 
blifhed laws of nature ; the other is a de- 
viation from them. But this is a differ- 
ence which does not affed the application 

of 
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PROP. I. OF MIRACLES. 21 

of Mr Hume's principle. The freezing 
of water, was as completely different from 
any thing that ever fell within the expe- 
rience of the King of Siam ; as the refur- 
redion of a dead man, is from any thing 
that ever fell within mine. Although, 
therefore, all Europe could have united 
in afferting before him the freezing of 
water ; the King of Siam ought not, on 
Mr Hume's logic, to have believed them: 
For, according to it, the evidence arifmg 
from the ftrongeft poflible kind of human 
teftimony, can only be equivalent to that 
arifing from the mod complete experi- 
ence. But no experience could be more 
complete, than that which the King of 
Siam poffeffed, againft the credibility of 
the freezing of water. This experience 
was therefore an equal match for any 
poflible "kind of human teftimony : the 
evidence of the whole world could do no 
more than bring his mind into a ftate of 

fcepticifm, 
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22 EVIDENCE PROP. I. 

fcepticifm, whether fuch a phenomenoa 
did exift or not ; and the only method in 
which he could arrive at a knowledge of 
the truth, would be, by his vifiting in per*, 
fon the countries where the phenomenon 
was iaid to appear. 

I am told, that there are coun-* 
tries, in which, during one part of the 
year, there is perpetual day, and dur- 
ing another, perpetual night. But as I 
have never vifited thofe countries j a& L 
am not, fvq>pofe, able to deduce, from 
the nature ot the earth's motions, the- 
neceffity of thofe reported phenomena j < 
and as nothing can be more unconform- 
able to my own experience, I am entitled, 
according toMrHume*s principles, to hoW 
fuch aecoimts as fabulous, or, at the beft, 
as entirely doubtful. A Greenlander, 
in like manner, could never be credibly - 
informed of the exiftencc of that flate of 

nature 
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nature which is general throughout the 
globe. ^* We live not, my fair, '* faid 
Aningait to Ajut, " in thofe fabled coun- 
tries, which lying ftrangers fo wantonly 
defcribe, where the whole year is divided 
Into fhort days and nights. *' According 
to Mr Hume's principles, the logic of 
Aningait was juft. In fhort, my life has 
been ip^it in the ifland of Britain, and 
in the latter part of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. I have experienced the' ftate o£ 
nature that exifls in this part of the 
world ; the ftate of manners that diftin- 
guiflies my age and country. As the fea, 
that waflies the fhores of the ifland of 
Britain, has bounded all my obfervation, 
I have had e3q>erience of no other ftate 
of nature, or of maimers. I have read, 
indeed, of other ftates of nature, and of 
manners ; of coxmtries, where the fun 
blazes inceflant and fcorching heat, or 
where his diftant rays feebly mitigate the 

unrelenting 
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unrelenting cold ; of countries, where 
other drefs, other laws, other religions, 
and other modes of life, diflinguifh the 
inhabitants ; and where the afpeft of 
fociety, as well as the ftate of nature, are 
totally unconformable to any thing expe- 
rienced by me. But it is in vain, that 
all the travellers who return from foreign 
parts, agree in affuring me of the truth 
of fuch accounts as thefe ; it is in vain, 
that thofe travellers may conftitute an 
endlefs multitude ; that they may polfefs 
a charader irreproachable for veracity; 
and that you may not be able to imagine 
a motive which could unite them in de- 
ceiving : It is all in vain : I muft hold 
their accounts to be all romantic fables ; 
or I muft view them with a fcepticifm 
which fhrinks from the fmalleft approach 
to convidion. All the teftimony that can 
be given by man, can never furpafs the 

oppofite 
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oppofite evidence which my own unvaried 
experience affords me. 

I dwell no longer on the abfurdides 
which would flow from the general appli- 
cation of this principle* I have (aid e- 
noiigh, to afford fufficient exemplifica- 
tion f andy £rom the abfurd and inadmif-* 
fibJe nature of the confequences that flow 
from it, L conclude, that the principle is 
falfe. I learn that a fountain is poifoned, 
from confidering the yidbus quality of the 
fireams which it emits. 

Having endeavoured to demonibate 
the falfehood of Mr Hume's principle, 
from its oppofition to conmion fenfe, and 
from die abfurd and inadmiifible confe- 
quences which flow frcmi it, my next ob<« 
fcrvations on it, will have for their objeft, 
to point out who'ein its fallacy lies* On 
this reafoning of Mr Hume, I muil beg 

c the 
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the reader to confult Paley, in the In- 
trodudion to his Evidences, and other 
authors ; but, above all, the Anfwer of 
Dr Campbell to Mr Hume ; a work, the 
perufal of which is indifpenlatble to all 
who lludy the evidences of ChrifUanity* 
I fliall not tranfcribe the remarks of that 
acute and able author; but, ia addition 
to tibofe which he has advanced for poiht- 
kig out the fallacy of Mr Hume's reafon* 
ing, I ihall jrequeft the particular atten^ 
tion of the reader to the following obfer« 
vations. 

• The circumftances of the cJife may be 
fuch, that a miracle fhall not, in any 
degroe, be an improbable event. Bat, 
albw it to be in die higheft degree im-* 
probable; you cannot aQege, that it is^ 
i^npof&ble. ImprobaUe you may allege 
]£ to be, that the Creaior ihould devmte 
from ins, fitted laws^ of govenunent : ^ut 

you 



y Google 



PROP. !• OF MIRACLES* 2f 

you cannot difpute, that he may do fo, if 
it pleafe him. Improbable a miracle may 
be ; it affuredly is not impofTible* Now, ob- 
ferve the pofkion which I go to endeavour 
to eftablifli, and to which I call the read- 
er's particular attention. There may not 
^merely be teftimony of fuch a kind, that 
its falfehood is improbable; of fuch a 
kind, that its falfehood would be a mi- 
racle ; of fuch a kind, that its* falfehood 
would be a greater miracle (if miracles 
can differ in magnitude) than any which 
it records: but there may be teftimony 
of fuch a kind, that its falfehood is, ia 
the nature of the thing, abfolutely im- 
poffible. Suppofe that teftimony,' of fuch 
a kind as this, fliall give us information 
of a miracle ; then, the proof againft the 
miracle, derived from experience, carry 
it as high as ever you choctfe, will only 
make its truth improbable ;. while the 
C z teftimony,. 
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teftimony, by which it is fupported, will 
make its falfehood impofSble. 

Suppofe there is a man, who, for ma- 
ny years, has been my intimate friend, 
and whom I do, on decided grounds, 
know to have a ftrong regard for truth. 
This man afferts an extraordinary fad, of 
which he profefles to have been an eye- 
witnefs. I hear him, during the courfe 
of feveral years, perfifting in the fame 
affertion. I perceive, that he is in com- 
plete poffeffion of all his faculties } and 
that he carries along with him, in his 
mind, the recoUeftion of his being in 
the habit of afferting this fad, I 
know that there is no poflible motive, 
befides his knowledge of its truth, which 
could lead him to make the affertion j. 
and I perceive that, during the years in 
which he habitually makes it, he retaina 
the fame inviolable regard for truth, by 

which 
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which he was wont to be difimguifhed. 
Now, let us examine the nature of the 
evidence which the fuppofed teftimony 
would afford me. If this man perfift, 
without any motive^ in telling a deliber^ 
ate Ik^ he muft be a lover oi falfehood.^ 
But, according to the fuppofition, I knowr 
him to be a lover of truth. To fay, there* 
fore, that his alTertion is not true, reduces: 
you to this contradidion^ that you make 
him to be, at oBe and the fame time, a. 
lover of fadfehood, and a lover of truth*. 
That my friend, after havmg been^ dur-^ 
kig a long life, a lover of truths ffiould^ 
on a fuddea, change his charader fo> 
much, as to perfift in telling a. deliberate: 
and uniempted. falfehood ; this were per^ 
haps a miracle. But diat he fhould re^*- 
tain his love of truth, which I have evi- 
dence of his doing, and at the fame time 
perfift in a defiberate and. untempted; 
faljfehoc^ J this were not merely a thing; 
c 3 unconformable^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S© EVIDENCE PROP. I. 

unconformable to any experience; it were 
not a miracle, but a contradiflion and 
an impoffibility. 

Suppofe I fee a man willing to be 
confumed by fire, rather than renoimce 
an affertion, which, except on fuppo- 
fition of its truth, I know that he can 
have no motive for advancing. It is 
poffible (it would be decidedly miracu- 
lous, but it is not, for any thing that 
we know, in the nature of things, im- 
poffible) that the conftitution of this man 
may be fo diSferent from that of any 
other human being, as that the ideas 
of fire and death give him pleafant fen- 
fations. But fuppofe that I am acquaint- 
ed with the man ; that I am his confi- 
dential friend. I fit with him for fome 
days before he is to be thrown into the 
flames. He expreffes the utmoft horror 
at the idea : He is frequently feized with 

convulfive 
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convulfive emorions of ihrinking terror. 
He attempts to fleep ; but his reft is 
broken. He mutters through his dreams 
the fears that difturb his breaft ; and he 
awakens alarmed and difturbed. He is 
led forth to execution. Terror is painted 
in every line of his countenance. At 
fight of the flames, he is affefted in a 
violent and extraordinary manner ; and, 
by convulfive efforts, he tears himfelf 
from the hands of his guards. The Ma- 
giftrate is touched with pity.— Abandon 
your falfe teftimony, he exclaims, and all 
fhall be well : Inftantly, and with the ut- 
moft pleafure, I fhall command you to be 
fet at freedom. — In the midft of terrified 
cries, and with a countenance expreffive 
of the utmoft horror, the fufferer ex- 
claims. My teflimony is not falfe, and 
abandon it I never will ! — He is thrown 
into the flames ; his cries rend the air ; 
he undergoes a lingering death, amidft 

convulfive 
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cohvulfive agonies ; and the fight of hia 
cruel fufferings melts to pity the hardefl: 
heart. Here, you will obferve, I have 
decided evidence, that the flame aSeda 
this man in the cruellefl: manner. He 
und^goes it, however, rather thsm re-^ 
nounce a teftimony, to which, if fsdfe^ 
he can have no motive to adhere. I£^ 
then, this teftimony be not true, this man 
muft love the flames ; they muft be an 
obje£t to which he runs with fondnefs^ 
It is evident, however^ that he hatea 
them,^ and flirinks from them with hor-^ 
ror. He cannot, at one time, both love 
and hate them; embrace them, and fixrink 
from thenu The £dfehodd there£Dre of 
his teftihiony, in the cafe fuppofed, would 
not imply a miracle, but a contradidion^ 
—That the colour of a piece of filver^ 
which is white, fliould inftantly, without 
any human appUcation, turn black ; thit 
were a miracle. That its colour &oul4 

be 
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be at the fame time both black and white; 
this were a contradiction, and impoffibi- 
lity. — Suppofe the aflertion, for which, 
in the imagined cafe, the vidim of perfe- 
cution endures the flames, to have been 
a miracle. It is poffible, that, in certain 
cafes, a miracle may be an event very 
likely to happen.r But, allow it to be as 
improbable, as Mr Hume or any perfon 
can delire to fuppofe j flill, the proof 
from oppofite experience, is outweighed 
by the proof from teflimony ; by all the 
difference that exifts between an improba- 
bility and an impoflibility. 

According to the degree of certainty 
with which you may be able to difcover 
a man's circumftances and character, you 
can with the fame degree of certainty 
determine what will be his condufl:. That 
a man, entertaining a ftrong regard for 
truth, Ihould tell a falfehood, to which 

he 
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he has no temptation, is not improbable 
only ; it is impoffible. It is a thing con-- 
trary, not merely to experience, but to 
the nature of things. When two angles, 
of a triangle are given, you difcover the 
magnitude of the third angle : not from 
trials ; not from experience : but from, 
demonftration; from the nature of things^ 
In like manner, when a man's charader 
and fituation are given', his conduct may 
be certainly determined, not from expe-^ 
rience, but from the nature of things ;, 
a particular condud being the certain re-^ 
fult of a given charader and fituation* 
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PROPOSITION n. 

THAT THOSE, WHO FIRST PREACHED 
CHRISTIANITY, DID PROFESS TO 
WORK MIRACLES, IN ATTESTATION 
OF ITS TRUTH. 



1 HE ChriiUans with one voice agree, 
that the firft heavenly meffengers wrought 
nuracies. Amidfl all the differ^it opir 
nions that have divided and fubdivided 
the Chriftian church ; amidfl all the wan^ 
dering fancies by which their fpeculations 
have perverted the feuth to which they 

adhere j 
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adhere ; this is ftill a point on which they 
are at one. THe earlieft writers of the 
Chriftian Church, affert the working of 
miracles, in unequivocal and undoubting 
terms. " The works of our Saviour, " 
fays Quadratus, " were always confpicu- 
** ous, for they were real : both they 
^* that were healed, and they that were 
** raifed from the dead, were feen, not 
** only when they were healed and raifed, 
*' but for a long time afterwards; not 
** only whilft he dwelled on this earthy 
*' but alfo after his departure, and for a 
** good while after it ; infomuch as that 
** fome of them have reached to our 
'* times *. '' Quadratus lived about fe- 
venty years after the afcenfion. ** Chrift,** 
fays Juftin Martyr, (who lived about thir- 
ty years after Quadratus), " healed thofe 
*' who, from their birth, were blind, and 
" deaf, and lame f . *' " That perfon, '^ 

fays 

• Euf, Hift. 1. 4. ch. 3. 

t Juft. Dial. p. 25Z. ed. Thirlby. 
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fays Tertullian, (whofe time was fomewhat 
later than that of Juftin Martyr), " whom 
** the Jews had vainly imagined, from 
** the meannefs of his appearance, to be 
** a mere man, they afterwards, in con- 
" fequence of the power he exerted, 
** confldered as a magician, when he, 
** with one word, ejefted devils out of 
'* the bodies of men ; gave fight to the 
** blind ; cleanfed the leprous ; ftrength- 
*' ened the nerves of thofe that had the 
** palfy ; and, laftly, with one command 
" reftored the dead to life *. '' « Un- 
" doubtedly, ** fays Origen, (who lived 
about the firft half of the third century), 
" we do think him to be the Chrift, 
" and the Son of God, becaufe he heal- 
" ed the lame and the blind f . " The 
early enemies of Chriftianity, fpeak of 
Jefus as a worker of miracles. We have 

D m 

* Tertul. Apol. p. ao. cd. Priorii. Par. |^^. ' 
t Orij. con. CcJf. lib. a. fee. 43. 
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in our hands the books of the New Tef- 
tament, written by the firft preachers of 
Chriftianity. Thefe books are full of 
the accounts of miracles. Paul calls them 
the figns of an Apoftle. Mark concludes 
his Gofpel thus : ** And they went forth 
*' and preached every where, the Lord 
** working with them, and confirming 
** the word with figns following. " — A€t$^ 
ii. ch. 43. ver. 2. daufe : " And many 
** wonders and figns were done by the 
^ Apoftles. '' In ASts viii. 13. it is faid^ 
that *' Simon, formeiiy a forcerer, con- 
** tinned with Philq), and wondered, be- 
^^ holding the miracles and figns which 
*^ were done. ''—Ads, vi. 8. " And 
*^ Stephen, full of faith and power, did 
** great wonders and miracles. '*— Afts, 
xiv. 3. ** Long time, therefore, abode 
*' they^^ (Paul and Barnabas) " fpeafc- 
** ing boldly in the Lord, which gave 
*' teftimony unto the word of his grace, 

" and 
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** and granted figns and wonders to be 
*' done by their hands. " — AGts^ xv. 12. 
" Then all the multitude kept filence, 
" and gave audience to Paul and Bar- 
** nabas, declaring what miracles and 
•' wonders God had wrought among 
** the Gentiles by them* '*— -Ads, v. 1 2. 
" And by the hands of the Apoftles 
" were many figns and bonders wrought 
•^ among the people; infomuch, that they 
•* brought forth the lick into the ftreets, 
^* and laid them on beds and couches, 
" that, at th^ leaft, the Ihadow of Peter 
*' pafling by, might overfliadow fome of 
*' them. There came alfo a multitude 
" from the cities round about, unto Je- 
*' rufalem, bringing (ick folks, and them 
" which were vexed with unclean fpirits ; 
" and they were healed every one. '* 
The Gofpels and book of Ads, contaia 
a variety of particular accounts of mira- 
cles. 

D 2 It 
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It appears then undoubted, that thofe 
^'ho firft preached Chriftianity, did pro- 
fefs to work miracles in atteftation of 
its truth. I do not indeed know that this 
point has been ever controverted : I am 
fure that it could not be controverted 
with any appearance of reafon. Mira- 
cles were the figns, the badges, the con- 
ftant attendants of a Chriftian preach- 
er. The evidence for this propofition 
would be conclufive, even if you fhould 
not take into confideration the certainty 
of the books of the New Teftament be- 
ing authentic. Indeed, the authenticity 
of the books of the New Teftament, is 
not abfolutely neceflary to the proof of 
any one of my propofitions ; and the im- 
portant conclufion, which is meant to be • 
their refult, may be eftabliflied without 
taking that into confideration. It would 
not, however, be eftabliflied with fo much 
certainty. The authenticity of the books 

does 
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does not only put this propofition out of 
all kind of doubt ; but it is alfo of the 
deepeft importance throughout the future 
propofitions. I fhall therefore clofe this 
feiftion, with faying a few words on this 
fubjeft, 

I do not foppofe that there is any things 
in antiquity, more perfedly afcertained, 
than the authenticity of thofe books of 
the New Teftament, which are termed 
i/AOhoy\tfjLif<L. This important point is e- 
ftaUifked by the allufions and quotations 
of writers, united in a clofe, unbroken 
fuccefficm, from the age when Chriftiani* 
ty appeared. This branch of the evi* 
dence is exhibited, in full detail, by 
Lardner^ m the fecond part of his Cre* 
diWIity, whofe valuable book is abridged 
by Paky, ia his Evidences. The authen- 
ticity k farther proved, from the intimate 
knowledge which, the writers difeover, of 

p 3 the 
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the ffate of things in the age and coun- 
try to which the books are afcribed. The 
inftances, on which the ftrength of this 
argument depends, are coUefted by Lard- 
ner, in the firft part of the Credibility ; 
and his work is abridged by Paley. The 
coincidences, obvioufly undeiigned, which 
exift between the ASs of the Apoftles, 
and Paul's letters, aflFord an argument for 
the authenticity ; which is excellently il- 
luftrated by Pal^, in a work, entitled, 
Horae Paulinae. Another argument is de- 
rived from the peculiarity of the ftyle of 
the New Teftament, which, in fome de- 
gree, fixes it down to a particular age 
and country. 

It is certainly an important, if it 
be (of which I am no judge) a juft 
obfervation. That the ftyle of the New 
Teftament is different from that of 
any of the eminent writers in the early 

Chriftiau 
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Chriftian Church, from whom the fabri- 
cation might have been fuppofed to pro- 
ceed. For this argument, confult the 
loth feftion, 2d chapter of Michaelis's 
Introduftory Lectures, and Paley. 

I do not enter on the proofs for the 
authenticity ; I only point out fome of 
the principal heads of proof, and the 
authors in whofe valuable works a full 
exhibition of thofe proofs may be found. 
The refult of an impartial inquiry, into 
this fubjeft, will be, I fhould think, a 
ConviOion, that the authenticity of the 
ofAdKoyytfAirft *, is better eftablifhed, by far, 
than that of any other ancient book; and 
is a point which ought by all means to be 

received 



• This name includes the whole, excepting 2. Peter, 
%» and 3. John, James, Jude, Revelation, and, I think, 
the Epiftle to the Hebrews. From thefe books not being 
ranked among, the o/&ox«>tf/ufvce, it does by no means ne- 
ccflarily follow, that they are placed io the Canon without 
fufficicnt grouodf. 
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received as indifputably certain* If thofe 
books came from the hands of the firft 
Chriftian preachers ; there is then, of 
courfe, no doubt that thofe preachers pro- 
feffed to work miracles : For thofe books 
are full of that profeffion : They repre- 
fent miracles, as the figns of an Apoftle * ; 
as the credentials on which he claimed to 
be believed ; and to which he challenged 
the attention pf the world. 



• a. Cor. Jiu la.— ** Truly the figns of an Apoftic 
(• were wrmight among yon in all patience^ in (if ns, and. 
*' wonders^ axid mighty deeds. ** 
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PROPOSITION IIL, 

THAT THE ASSERTION OF THE FIRST 
PREACHERS THEMSELVES, WITH 
RESPECT TO THEIR POSSESSION OF 
MIRACULOUS POWERS, IS ENTIRELY 
DESERVING OF CREDIT, 



1 HAT the firft preachers of Chriftianity 
could not be themfelves deceived with 
refpeft to their poffefEon of miraculous 
powers, is extremely obvious^ Enthu- 
fiafm may make a man imagine, before 
trial, that he can fpeak languages which 
he has never learned : But it cannot make 

him 
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him fpeak them ; it camiot hinder him 
from perceiving, that his attempts to do 
it are vain. If the Apoftles pretended 
to fpeak, fluently, languages which they 
had never learned ; then this pretenfion 
muft either have been true, or wilfully 
falfe. If it was not true, then the Apof- 
tles could not fpeak thpfe languages at 
all; or, if they could, the faculty of doing 
fo, muft have been the natural confe- 
quence of previous inftruftion : and the 
one or the other of thefe circumftance^ 
could not be unknown to the Apoftles 
at the time when they aflerted the con- 
trary. When a profeffed meiTenger from 
Heaven does no more than deliver doc- 
trine and advice, he may be an enthuliaft. 
But when he pretends to produce exter- 
nal, vifible eflFefts, unconformable to the 
courfe of nature, he muft either poffefe 
miraculous powers, or he muft be, not 
an enthufiaft, but a knave. 

There 
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There is an obfervation of Paley, which, 
if it be a juft one, appears to me mxA im- 
portant indeed. In confidering the evi- 
dence for the refnrredion, he remarks, that 
the fuppofition of the ApofUes knowingly 
publifhing a falfehood, is, he thinks^, 
pretty generally given up. But if Infide- 
lity abandon this ground, to what other 
can ihe retire? Gould enthufiafm per- 
fuade the Apoftles that Lazarus was liv- 
ing, and, in their view, engaging in the 
bufmefe of life, when his body was yet 
lying in the tomb? Ck>uld it perfiiade 
Peter and John, that they faw the lame 
man at the temple fpring up, and ufe his 
limbs, when, in fa^,^ he continued lame 
and motionlefs ? Could it perfuade them, 
that the body of Jefus had left the fepul- 
chre, whOT^ before their eyes, it was ly- 
ing there? Had the Apoftles pretended 
only to vifions, to private revelations, to 
inward feelings; the charge of enthufiafm 

might 
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Plight not ^^^^ been juft, but it might have 
deferved a hearing. As the cafe (lands, 
it feems ridiculous } fince no enthufiafm 
could perfuade men that they faw a man 
walking, who was lying lame before their 
^yes. 

The Apoftles, then, could not be 
deceived themfelves : there cannot be a 
more ridiculous fuppofition. Could they 
then intend to deceive ? Let us recoiled 
who they were. The mafter, if he were 
indeed a mere man, was the fon of a 
Jewifli carpenter. His followers were 
felefted from the filliermen of Galilee. 
They were rude and fimple men, untu- 
tored in fcience, ignorant of learning, 
untrained to fpeculation, and, by their 
humble fituation, forbidden to entertain 
afpiring thoughts. Did men like thefe 
form a fcheme, the mofl tranfcendently 
great, and the moft imparalleledly daring, 

that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PROP. III. OF MIRACLES. 49 

that ever entered man's mind ? a fcheme, 
for changing the religion of the world ; 
for overturning all the fyftems that then 
^xifted ; for fubftituting, in their place, 
one grand, uuiverfal form of religion ; 
and for effeding this greateft of revolu-. 
tions by means of miracles, for the per^ 
formance of which, they knew that they 
poflefled no powers ? 

If ever there were a fcheme, daring, 
difficult, imprafticable to all human ap-i 
pearance, it was the inftitution of a new, 
a pure, and univerfal religion, ereded 
in the room of Judaifm, and on the ruins 
of every fyftem of Heathen mytholo- 
gy, deeply and immoveably eftablifced 
as thofe fyftems feemed to be in the in- 
terefts of the powerful, and in the prejui 
dices of the people. Is it poffible that 
men like the firft preachers of Chriftiani- 

2 ty. 
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ty, fhould rife from the confinement of, 
mind to which their humble labours fub- 
jeded them, to farm this moft daring 
and gigantic, unprecedented, and appa^ 
rently beyond every thing impra^cable, 
plan of deception ? But, make the fup- 
pofition, that the fon of a Jewifli car- 
penter, and fifbermen of Galilee, did 
form the defign of converting the wc^^ld^ 
by the force of miracles which were to be 
wrought throughout the nations, and for 
whicli they poffeffed no real powers 5 
xnake the fuppc^tdon, and then let us 
aaark their hiftory, whai engaged in the 
execution of the nefarious fcheme. 

Jefiis Chrift travelled through Judea, 
for four years, in a mean condition* He 
had not, fometimes, a place where to lay 
bis head* He attracted the moft virulent 
hatred of tl^ leading men in Judea. He 
was forced to ihun their rage, in diftant 

comers 
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corners of tfie country. He was deftitute 
of riches, or of grandeur"; an outcaft^ 
perfecuted man. He fought not to 
raife himfelf. When the people would 
' hare made him a king, he declined the 
proffered honour; he declared, that he 
had no concern in their civil matters.^ 
His followers expe£kcd that he would 
mount the throne ; break from his coun* 
try's neck the yoke of Roman bondage ; 
and carry his arms, crowned with vidory 
and renown, over many lands. He told 
them, that thefe hopes were vain; that 
he was to be diftinguifhed, not by vidory 
and profperity, but by fufFering ; that he 
was to die the ignominious and cruel 
death of the meaneft malefeftors. He 
needed not perhaps have been a prophet 
to have made this prediction. What 
other fate was likely to await a poor, un- 
protefted individual, expofed to the bitter 
hatred of thofe who were the leading 

E 2 men 
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men of the country ? He went up ta 
meet his fate. He came to Jerufakm, 
preached publicly, and fcrupled not to 
expofe the vices of the leading men. He 
was feized. He was aflced, if he adhered 
to thofe high -pretenfions, which were to 
coft him his life. He was alked, if he 
was the Chrift, the Son of the Bleffed. 
He replied, that he was. They exclaim- 
ed, that he was a blafphemer; carried 
him to Pilate ; extorted the fentence of 
condemnation ; and led him away to 
Mount Calvary. What is the inference 
which we are to draw from this detail ? 
Is it not, that Jefus, if he were not in- 
deed the Chrift, formed a plan of de- 
ception, in order that he might purchafe 
for himfelf hatred, perfecution, and un- 
timely death; while he declined ufing the 
means, either for gratifying his ambition, 
or fecuring his fafety ? 

The 
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The hiftory and behaviour of the 
difciples, alfo, refute the fuppofitioa 
of impofture* What effed had the fete 
of their Mafter upon their conduft ? 
There were two methods, which they 
might have adopted: They might have 
renounced the undertaking, the difficulty 
and danger of which they had experien- 
ced, and ftrikingly witnefied, in their* 
Mafter^s^ cruel death : They might have 
returned to thofe occupations which his 
invitation had made them leave ; and 
have lived in peace, in fafety, and in 
innocence: Or they might continue to 
profecute the defign, for which, a fhort 
while before, they had feen their Mafter 
nailed to the crofs. They adopted the. 
latter part. They ftood before his power- 
ful murderers, and told them, that they 
had killed the Prince of Life ; that Jefus 
was indeed the Chrift ; that he was rifen 
from the dead. They went throughout: 

E 3 tb- 
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the nations ; they told mankind, that the 
religion of their anceftors, and of their 
country, which was interwoven whith the 
government, upheld by the ftatefmen, 
by the priefts, and by the people — they 
told them, that it was impiety and folly. 
Among the Jews, and among the Gen- 
tiles, wherever they went, they drew up- 
oH themfelves, (and what other treatment 
could they expeft ?) they drew upon 
themfelves the indignation, oppofition, 
hatred, perfecutiqn of the ftatefmen, the 
priefts, and the people. They perfifted 
notwithftanding. They perfifted in a 
courfe of condufl: which was obvioufly 
pregnant with poverty, contempt, re- 
proach, peril, and death; and they ended 
their toilfome, perfecuted lives, in the 
flames, or on the crofs. 

And what was their comfort and fupport 
under thefe dangers and afili^on»? What 

was 
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was it that they fought to gain, by renounce 
ing their eafe, their fafety, and their lives ? 
Was it a guilty confcience? Did they 
renounce every outward blefling, in order 
that they might alfo forfeit all internal 
peace of mind ? Did they court the 
flames, and the crofs, in order that they 
might obtain thofe after punilhments 
which even natural religion prefents to 
the terrified view of the guilty mind ?— 
Behold the apoftles of Jefus, working 
with their own hands for fubfiftence, out- 
caft, perfecuted, beaten, imprifoned, and 
nigh unto death: Behold them, refigning 
their eafe, their comfort, and their fafety: 
Behold them, advancing, with intrepid 
countenance, to endure the torture and 
death which perfecution has prepared. 
And do you not perceive, in thefe 
difaftrous circumftances, the confpicuous 
marks of their fincerity ? Can you doubt 
a teflimony, the fupport of which coft its 

adherents 
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adherents fo dear ? a teftimony, which is 
fubflandated, not merely by their folemn 
aflcverations, but by their renunciation,. 
6>r its fake, of atl that is deareft to the 
heart of man? — ^This Propofition has been 
illuftrated and proven, very fully and 
2i>ly, and with impenetrable ftrength of 
argument, by a variety of authors — Littlc- 
t<Mi, Weft, Ditton, Bonnet, Clarke, Paley, 
&c. 
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PROPOSITION IV. 



THAT THE PERSONS PROFESSING 
CHRISTIANITY, WHO LlVEV WITH- 
IN HALF A CENTURY AFTER THE 
DEATH OF JESUS, (wHICH PERIOD 
MAY BE RECKONED THE APQSTOLIC 
age), CONSTITUTED AN IMMENSl 
MULTITUDE. 



In illuftrating this Propofition, we will 
not inquire what might be the conquefts 
of Chriftianity beyond the limits of the 
Roman Empire ; but, confining our view 
within thofe limits, we will endeavour to 

form 
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form fome idea of the number of early 
Chriftians pervading that extenfive por- 
tion of the globe. 

The Roman Empire^ according to the 
beft calculation which Mr Gibbon could 
form, contained within it a hundred and 
twenty millions of people. In purfuing our 
examination into the number of the firft 
Chriftians, I fhall divide the Empire into 
two great departments ; the firft, embrac- 
ing all the Afiatic provinces, together 
with Greece, the iflands between it and 
Afia, and the north-eaft of Africa; the 
fecond, including all the other parts of 
the Empire. I fhall reckon the popula- 
tion of the firft at forty-five millions ;. 
fevcnty-five millions will, of courfe, con* 
ftitute the population of the fecond de- 
partment. — Let us dired our examination 
to the former of thofe two departments.- 

The> 
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The firft fource, from which tre may 
derive information on this point, is the 
book of Ads. In this book, we arc 
infonx^d, that at An^och in Syria, at 
Jopi^i, Ephefus, Corinth, Thefialonka, 
Berea, Iconium, Derbe, Antioch in Kfi- 
>dk, at Lydda, Saron, the converts were, 
« a great nmnber " — ^^ great multitudes ^ 
— " much people. ** Of Jerufalem it is 
Temarked how many thoufands (fixfioJiCy 
ten thcKifands) ^re were lA that dty^ 
who bdkved* 

The letters of the Apoftles conftkute 
the next fource of information. The firft 
JEjwftle of Peter, addrefles the Chriftians 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Afia, Cappa^ 
docia, aiid Bithynia. The Epiftles of 
Paul, addrefs the various churches of 
Corinth, Philqppi, Theffalonica, Gsdatia, 
Ephefus, and Cotofle j. they mention the 

churches 
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churches of Judea, the churches of Afia, 
^d all the churches of the Gentiles. 

The letter, written on the fubjeft of 
the Chriftians by Pliny, governor of 
Pontus and Bithynia, to the Emperor 
Trajan, affords us very interefting and 
important information, with refpefl: to 
the prevalence of Chriftianity, In this 
celebrated letter, the Governor informs 
the Emperor, that many, of all ages, of 
both fexes, and of every rank, were, and 
would be accufed of Chriflian principles ; 
that the contagion had feized, not the 
cities only, but the leffer towns, and open 
country; that there had been few pur- 
chafers of vidims ; that the temples had 
been almofl forfaken ; that the facred 
folemnities had been long intermitted *• 
This letter was written about the begin- 
ning of the fecond century. It fpeaks of 

fomc 
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fome who had been Kllhriftiails twenty 
years before; it refers the ftrong eX* 
preflions refpefting the prevalence of 
ChriflSanity to a paft time; and reprefents 
the evil (fu«h the writer accounted it) aa 
liow beginning to be reftified. It men- 
tions the facred folemnities as having 
been intermitted long. The defcription, 
therefore, of the prevalence of Chriftiani<h 
ty, may be very fairly applied to the 
Apoftolic age. And mark in what terms 
the defcription runs : — The want of pur- 
chafers for the vidims— *the defertion of 
the temples — the difcontimiance of the 
facred folemnities. Do not thefe expref* 
fions feem to indicate, that, in Pontus 
and Bithynia, the , revolution of fenti- 
ment had beeii general, and, before thtf 
application of corred&ig meafures, had 
nearly proved fatal to the ancient fuper- 
ftitions? This important information is 
given us by a man upon the fpot, who 

F had 
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had the bed means of knowing the true 
ftate of the cafe ; and who, bemg offi- 
cially concerned in the bufinefe, was in- 
terefted in obtaining that knowledge. It 
is given us by a man, writing coolly, in 
his clofet, a letter to his mafter and 
friend : It is given us by an enemy. — Mr 
Gibbon fays, that the expreffions of Pliny 
fliould be taken with candid allowance : 
but he gives no reafon why they fliould : 
and, until a fatisfadory reafon be given, 
it may perhaps appear moft candid, as 
well as mofl reafonable, to believe Pliny, 
and to take his words as a true reprefen- 
tation of the ftate of the fad. 

Juftin Martyr wrote about thirty years 
after Pliny ; a paffage from whom follows : 
^' There is not a nation, either of Greek, 
** or Barbarian, or any other name, even 
^^ of thofe who wander in tribes, and live 
^' in tents, amongft whom prayers and 

*' thanjcf- 
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" thankfgivings are not offered to the 
" Father and Creator of the univerfe, by 
** the name of the crucified Jesus *. '* 

Tertullian, about fifty years, after Juf^ 
tin, has the following words : *' We 
*' were but of yefterday ; and we have 
" filled your cities, iflands, towns, and" 
** boroughs, the camp, the fenate, and the 
" forum. They *' (the enemy) " lament, 
** that every fex, age, and condition, 
" andperfonsof every rank, alfo, are con- 
" verts to that name f . '* " Although, '*, 
fays the fame, writer, " fo great a nuih- 
*^ ber, that in almoft every city we form 
** the greater part, we pafs our time 
" modeftly, and in filence J. " 

Clemens Alexandrinus, towards the 

end of the fecond century, fays : '' The 

F 2 " doftrine 

• Dial, cum Tryph. 

f TertuU. Apol. c. 37- I Ad Scapuf. c. IH. 
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" dodrine of our Mafter did not remain 
" in Judea, as philofophy did in Greece ; 
" but it has been diffufed through the 

'* whole world — kxtx tSKoc, ^ai aajuLnfj xat 

*^ TToKtv tTcktolv *. ** And fajs Origen, in 
the earlier part of the third century : 
" In every part of the world, throughout 
*' all Greece, and in all other nations, 
" there are. innumerable and immenfe 
** multitudes, who have given themfelvea 
^' up to the law of Mofes, and the reli* 
'- gion of Chrift f . *^ 

Arnohius, m tlie beginning of the 
fourth century, fpcaks of the whole 
world as filled with Chrift's doftrines j 
of its difFufion throughout all countries j 
of an innumerable body of Chriftians 
in diftant provinces ; of the ftrange 
revolution of opinion of men of the 

greateft 

» clem. Alex. Strom, lib. 6. ad 6n. 
t Orig. contra Cclf. lib- X. 
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greateft genius,— oratbrs, grammarians, 
rhetoricians, lawyers, phyliciana, — having 
come over to the inftitution J. " Licet 
" adhuc, *' fays Julius Firmicus Maternus, 
about the middle of the fourth century, 
" in quibufdam regionibus idololatriac 
'' morientia palpitent membra, *' &c. — a 
coarfe, indelicate, (hocking figure ; but 
ftrongly indicating the entire predom- 
inance of Chriftianity. " Solitudincm 
" patitur,^** fays Jerome, fifty years after, 
** et in urbe gentilitas. *' 

If you confider the fentiments generally 
entertained, and the praftice generally 
obferved by ambitious ftatefmen, on 
the fubjefl: of religion ; if you confi- 
der, the particular charadter and cir* 
cumftances of Conftantine, along with 
the fufpicious account which he gives 

F 3 of 

i Amob. in Oentp, 1. I- p. ay. ^i 94' 49^ 44> 
cdiU Lug. Bat. z6jo, 
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pf his converfion ; if you confider, the 
neceffity to which the rulers of man- 
kind find thcmfelves fubjcfted, of con- 
fulting the difpofition of their fubjefts in 
matters of religion, and the difficulty of 
impofing on a nation a religion repugnant 
to its principles; you will perhaps be 
difpofed to think, that the profefSon of 
Chriftianity by the gr,eat Conftantine, and 
its public eftabUfliment as the religion 
of the Empire, are proofs of the. decid- 
ed predominance which the Chriftian 
intereft had thea. obtained over the 
Pagan. 

When you lay thcfe cirtumftances^ 
ftated above, together; when you con- 
fider, diat in Pbntus and Bithynia, fitu- 
ated at the extremity of tlie circle round 
Jerufalem, which conftitutcs the firft de- 
partment, Chriftianity had neaily extir- 
pated the andeat fuperftidons} when 

you 
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you confider the language of the outcry 
^at Theffalonica^ that thefe were they who 
had turned the world upfide down* ; when 
you confider in how many places, withm 
this department, the Chriilians are de* 
fcribed by the expreflions, " much peo- 
'' pie ** — " a great number '*-— " great 
*' multitudes;'* when you confider the 
ftrong language employed by the writ- 
ers of the fecond and third centuries^ 
in defcribing the prevalence of Chriftiani- 
ty, and that,'* foon after the b^inning of 
the foiuth, k afcended the throne of the 
JEmpire, and became the national eila- 
bliihment : Does k not aqppear probable^ 
from tbefe confiderations, that Chriftiani- 
ty could not, within this department, em- 
brace lefs than a iiKth part of the popu* 
ialion ? 



I 
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I (hall fuppofe, then, that in the 
firft department, containing forty-iivc 
millions of people, the Chriftians amount- 
ed to feven millions and a half. In the 
fecond department, including the coun- 
tries more remote from Judea, and con- 
taining ferenty-five millions of people, 
I Ihall fuppofe a fifteenth part, amoimt- 
ing to five millions, to have, efpoufed 
Chriftianity. The confiderations, advanc- 
ed above, apply, in a certain degree, to 
this department too ; and there fells to be 
added to them the teftimony of Tacitus j 
who, in relating Nero's perfecution, fays, 
that a huge multitude of Chriftians (ingens 
multitudo) were difcovered by thofe firft 
feized. It is not to be fuppofed that the 
whole body of Chriftians would be difco- 
vered and apprehended ; and the vaft 
multitude of thofe who were, teftifies 
ftrongly to the prevalence of the religion 
in that diftant and corrupted capital. 

The 
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The inhabitants of the worjd are i>ear- 
ly changed in the fpace of lixty or feven- 
ty years. Suppofe that the Apoftolic 
age lafted half a century, and that the 
average number of Chriftians within the 
Empire, during that period, amounted to 
twelve millions and a half ; there would, 
In this cafe, fall to be added two thirds^ 
or more, in order to make out the whole 

number of Chriftians, who lived in the 

• 

Empire during that period of time : Add 
only about one third. Take thus the whole 
amount at fixteen milliona, fix hundred 
and fiixty thoufand } dedud from this a« 
mount, two fifths, as perfons under age^ 
or from any other caufe devoid of un* 
derftanding ; and there will remain about 
ten millions. 

In the preceding calculations, while 
endeavouring to afcertain the number that 
profefled Chriftianity during the firft half 

century 
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century after the death of Jefus, I have 
adduced evidence, tending to fhew the a- 
fccndancy which Chriftianity had acquir- 
ed in the fecond and third centuries, and 
the beginning of the fourth. This evi- 
dence, though not bearing, in the mofl 
direft manner, upon the point which I 
wanted to eftablilh, was of very high and 
obvious importance. The greater was 
the number of Chriflians at the end of 
the three firft centuries, the greater num- 
ber does it prefuppofe at the end of the 
firft half century : And if you were to 
fuppofe that Chriftianity gained equal aG« 
cefGons of numbers, in equal times ; the 
number of Chriftians, at the end of the 
three firft centuries, v^ould, according to 
this fuppofition, prefuppofe the fixth part 
of that number at the end of the firft 
half century. In zeal, in courage, in 
enterprize, in ability; in the capacity^ 
from whencefoever derived, of promoting 

their 
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their caufe ; the firft propagators of Ac 
religion were not probably inferior to their 
fucceflbrs. 

It may be thought, perhaps, that thofe 
perfecutions, which fo feverely tried the 
conftancy of the firft Chriftians— -which 
founded the church in the blood of its 
martyrs — were favourable to the increafe 
of its numbers. It is a remark which 
has been frequently made, that religious 
fefts thrive amidft perfecution ; that de- 
rifion, reproaches, danger, imprifonment, 
exile, and death, form the moft kindly 
and fuccefsfiil means of foftering their 
growth. Such a remark has ftrongly the 
appearance of a paradox, and runs vio- 
lently againft the obvious probability of 
the cafe. I believe, however, that in- 
ftances to juftify it are not wanting ; but 
I do not by any means think that it will 
hold univerfally true. When the perfe- 

fecutOTS 
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cutors are not armed with fufficient power, 
or do not exert their power with fuffici-- 
ent vigour; fuch perfecution, too weak 
to fubdue, may only ferve to irritate rage, 
to aftimate zeal, to awaken compaffion, 
to increafe the popularity and the pro^ 
greft of the caufe, againft which it dire£ls 
its feeble and ineffeftive efforts.* But> 
where perfecution is fufficiently vigorous, 
prudent, and powerful, however it may a-* 
nimate the zeal, and confirm the conftan- 
cy of fincere and dauntlefe minds, it will 
probably have a tendency to check, the 
progrefs of the caufe. That the meafufes 
adopted by the Roman government, for 
the fiippreflSon ef Chriftianity, were at- 
tended, in fome degree, with their natu- 
ral confequences^, appeal's, befide otheif 
evidence, from th^ letter of Pliny to Tira- 
jan, quoted above. If, then, the perfe- 
cutions under which the ChriftiaAs labour^ 
ed for three centuries^ wete inimical to 

the 
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the progrefs of the religion ; they then 
ferve to ftrengthen the argument, derived 
from its fubfequent progrefs, in favour of 
the fuccefs of its firfl propagators. 



W 



Gibbon fuppofes, that previous to 
Conflantine's converfion, ChrifUanity em- 
braced no more than a twentieth part of 
the popularion of the Empire. One of 
the grounds on which hemakes^this com- 
putation, is a paffage of Origen, in which 
that writer reprefents the number of the 
faithful as inconfid^rable, when compared 
with the ntaltitude of an unbelievingworld. 
Mr Gibbon terms this teflimony unexcep- 
donible.— But we know that men, attach- 
ed to religion, difplay fometimes an im- 
proper difpoiition to exaggerate the pre- 
valence of infidelity. Is it poffible, that 
Origen might honour with the name of 
faithful, not all who profeffed ChrifUanity, 
but thofe only who.adhered to what he 
o deemed 
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deemed its ftrift and proper principles and 
praftice ? Might not the remark be local, 
confined to the city or diftrid where O- 
rigen refided ? At any rate, the remark 
is indefinite, and is confident with the idea 
of a fifteenth, or even of a fixth part of 
the population being Chriftian. 

The next ground of Mr Gibbon's 
computation, is a paffage of Chryfoftom, 
which reprefents the number of Chriftians 
at Antioch, in the reign of Theodofius, 
as amounting only to a hundred thoufand ; 
a number, in Mr Gibbon's bpinion, not 
exceeding a fifth part of the population 
of that great city. This paffage, how- 
ever, is oppofed by another declaration of 
the fame writer, in which be dates the 
Chriftians as fuperior, in number, to both 
Jews and Pagans ; and this latter decla- 
ration acquires the higheft probability, 
from the ftill ftronger affertions of other 

writers. 
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writers, and from the length of time dur- 
ing which Chriftianity had now enjoyed 
Imperial favour and national eftablilhment. 
Is it poflrble, that thofe under age may 
have been excluded from Chryfoftom's 
firft computation ; or that that computa- 
tion may have been highly inaccurate and 
erroneous ? Is it poffible, that the vic- 
tims of the earthquake in the time of the 
elder Juftin, or the furvivors of that oala- 
mity, may have been fewer than imagin- 
ed ? Is it poflible, that Antioch might be 
more populous in the reign of the elder 
Juftin, than it had been a hundred and 
fifty years before, in the reign of Theo- 
dofius ? Or, if thefe fuppofitions are all 
inadmiffible, and Mr Gibbon's calcula- 
tions all juft ; Does not, then, the length 
of time during which Chriftianity had 
been the religion of the Emperor and of 
the State, together with the teftimony of 
different writers, entitle us to conclude, 

G 2 that,. 
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that, in this cafe, fome peculiar caufes had 
rendered Antioch an exception to the ge- 
neral ftate of the Empire ? 

Another ground of -Mr Gibbon's com- 
putation, is the fituation of the church of 
Rome about the middle of the third cen- 
tury ; the numbers of whieh are deduc- 
ed from the known number of thofe who 
were maintained out of the public funds ; 
a certain proportion being fuppofed to ex- 
ill between this latter clafs of people and 
the whole body* The information which 
we have, is, that the dependants on the 
public funds amounted to fifteen hundred. 
The grounds on ^hich Mr Gibbon con- 
cludes, from this fad, that the whole body 
of Chriftians amounted only to fifty thou- 
fand, although I think they feem probable 
and fair, are not certain : Neither is it 
certain that Rome contained a million of 
inhabitants. But, allowing that the Chrift- 
ians 
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ians did conftitute only a twentieth part 
of the population of Rome, are there 
not vifible circumftances preventing us 
from applying the cafe of Rome to the 
Empire at large ? Great cities are liable 
to be contaminated with peculiar corrup- 
tion of manners. Rome was at a great 
diftance from Jerufalem. It was filled 
with the nobles ; with the great officers 
of ftate, who were alfo the minifters of 
religion; with all the firmeil fupporters 
of the ancient fuperftitigns, from whofe 
proud gates Chriftianity was mod likely to* 
be haughtily and ftemly debarred. Rome 
was the feat of that government which 
viewed Chriftianity with a hoftile eye, 
and direded: againft its profefTors the rage 
of perfecution. At Rome, particularly, 
the church of Chrift, placed under the 
immediate infpe£tion a^d enmity of its 
powerful enemies, might be ftinted in its^ 
growth. The place where a Heatheujt 
G 3 perfecuting; 
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perfecuting government, held its feat, was 
not furely the place in which a Chriftian 
church might be expeSed to be found in a 
thriving G<»idition» I regret, that in exam* 
kung thefe paf&ges of Mr Gibbon, I have 
not been able to confult the original au* 
thor$. The remarks,however, which I have 
made cm them, may fervf to Ihew, that 
the grcmnds on which Mr Gibbcm forms 
his computation of the number of Chrif- 
tians, are not fufficient for eftaJ^ihing^ 
thai computation. 

But let usi Ibppofe, that his computa- 
tion is juft ; and that, before the conver- 
fion oi Conftantine, the Chriftians confti- 
tuted no more than a twentieth part of the 
population of the Empire. Let us fuppofe, 
that, in the face of deftroying perfecutions, 
which configned many to untimely death; 
which might banifli many beyond the cotl^ 
fines of the Empire ; wWch nf^ht occafioct 

frequent 
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frequent'defertions from the church ; which 
ereded around her fo formidable a bar^ 
rier againft the entrance of additional 
numbers— the church did however gain 
equal acceffions in equal times. Accord- 
ing to this fuppofiticMi, fix milUonsi, at the 
end of three centuries, would prefuppofe 
one million at the end of the firft half 
century. To compenfate the wafte and 
renewal taking place during that period, 
add a third. From the amount fubtrafl:^ 
on account of thofe incapable of giving 
teftimony, two fifths ; the remainder will 
be about eight hundred thoufand* 

The particular calculations which I have ' 
made, have been perfeftly rude and un- 
certain. Our information is too general, 
.for at alt aoabling us to count the num- 
ber of Chriftians who Uved in &e Apdt 
tolic age. I have therefore ftated this 
prop^^tion ki general toms^ Axid, howw 
^ ever 
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ever the reader fhould not go fully along: 
with me in all my remarks and calcula-^ 
tions ; however his ideas of the number 
of Chriftians in the Apoftolic age, fhould 
fedl fliort of thofe which I am difpofed 
to entertain ; in fhort, whatever fhould 
be the different views entertained by dif- 
ferent perfons on an indefinite fubje^ ; I 
think that enough has been advanced,, 
to fatisfy every perfon of the truth of the 
general propofition, viz. That thofe per- 
fons who profeffed Chriflianity within the 
i^ace of half a century after the death 
of Jefus, confHtuted an immenfe multi^ 
tude. 



Note. — Since writing the above obfer- 
vations, I have had an oj^rtunity of 
confulting Lardner, to whom Mr Gibbon^ 
in a note, flat^ himfelf as indebted for 

the 
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the information from Chryfoftom, refpe&- 
ing the Chriftian numbers at Andoch. It 
there appears that Chryfoflom, in one 
place, computes the Chriftians of Antioch 
at a hundred thoufand, (Xixa fivfieUic^ 
ufing however the expreffion, I think, 
(ot^oiiyy and that, in another place, he^ 
calls the Chriftians the majority of the 
inhabitants. 

Mr Gibbon calculates the inhabitants 
of Antioch at half a million: and in 
order to reconcile thefe two paflages 
of Chryfoftom with his own view of 
the population of Antioch, he introduces 
the following paffage : ** The folution of 
*' this apparent difficulty, is eafy and ob- 
" vious. The eloquent preacher draws 
*< a parallel between the civil and the 
'' ecclefiaftical conftitution of Antioch ; 
*< between the lift of Chriftians who had 
^ acquired heaven by baptifm, and the 

lift 
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*' lift of citizens who had a right to 
** fhare the public liberality. Slaves, 
** ftrangers, and infants, were comprized 
** in the former ; they were excluded 
" from the latter *. '* 

Now, it appears to me at once obvious 
and undoubted, that the folution of the 
imagined difficulty, is not to be found ia 
this ftrained and unfubftantiated conjec- 
ture; but in a third paffage of Chryfoftom, 
which, in the edition of Lardner con* 
fulted by me, is the firft thing quoted 
in that fliort paragraph which contains, 
the two paflages above mentioned. That 
paragraph begins thus : ** He *' (Chry- 
f6ftom) " computes the inhabitants of 
" Antioch at two hundred thoufand.^ " 
It will inow, perhaps, ftrike the reader, 
that the fuppofed difficulty vanifhes. 
When, inftead of Mr Gibbon's, you take 

the: 

• Vpl. I. ch. 15. ScOion, entitled, Ciiercb of Antiocb^ 
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the ancient Father's own computation of 
the inhabitants of Antioch ; it appear^ 
that the two pa0ages in queftion may be 
eafily reconciled, by fuppofing that the 
opinion of the Father had varied, a little, 
on a fubje^t on which he doesr not fpeak 
with abfolute certainty; or that, when he 
called the Chriftians a hundred thoufand^ 
he ufed round numbers, £silling a little 
fliort of the accurate reality. 

What, then, is the whole informa- 
tion afforded by this ancient writer 
upon the fubjeO:? Is it not obvioufly 
and fimply this — That in the city of 
Antioch, containing two hundred thou- 
fand inhabitants, theChri{tians formed the 
majority, or at lead the one half of the 
whole population ? The only precife 
ground, mentioned by Mr Gibbon^ for 
his own calculation of the inhabitants 
of Antiojfh, is ,ih^' deftruftion of twp 

hundred 
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hundred and fifty thoufand people in that 
cky by an earthquake, m the time of 
Ibe elder JufUn. Sut, does this circum- 
ffance reft on good authority ? Are not 
caA^mities of this kind liable to great 
aggravations from report ? A century 
ind a: half els^fed from the time of 
tlhryfoftdm to tlia* of Juftih;. during 
which period, the population of this city 
might have urtxiiergonc great alteration, 
and acquired great increafe. It is pofli- 
ble to fuppofe, that at the dmt of the 
eaithquake, occafional d^cumftances may 
liavc crowded the city with a number of 
people for exceeding its ordinary popula* 
tioii. Although, however, tJiere appears 
no good ground for dMcreditihg the com- 
putation' of the ancient Father; yet I 
own that it may poflibly hdve partiak^ 
of that inaccuracy to which fuch com- 
putations are liable. But, then, if it be 
uf^ed, on the one hand, that he udd^. 

rated 
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rated the whole population ; Ihall it not 
be urged too, on the other hand, that he 
alfo underrated the number of Chriftians; 
cfpecially finee he does not ufe the 
jJirafe, iexa ^y^iacTfc, or a hundred thou-, 
fand, pofitively ; and, ftill more, fince 
he calls the Chriftians the majority? I 
ratlier imagine, alfo, that among us, the 
poor who are regularly maintained by the 
churchydo not exceed a fortieth', a fiftieth, 
or fixtieth part of the whole people } and 
if a proportion like this held at Antioch, 
the number of three thoufand poor, men- 
tioned by Chryfoftom as maintained by 
the church, would infer the whole number 
of Chriftians to have much exceeded his 
ftatement. He might miftake the whole 
number j he would not fo readily miftake 
the number of thofe who derived their 
fubfiftence from public charity^ 

H Thi^ 
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This laft obfervation applies alfo to the 
cafe of the church of Rome ; which fup- 
ported one thoufand five hundred poor ; 
and which, of courfe, according to the 
proportion now fuggefted, would, of all 
claffes, contain many more than fifty 
thoufand. 



PRO. 
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PROPOSITION V- 

THAT ALL WHO, IN THE FIRST AGE, 
PROFESSED CHRISTIANITY, ARE TO 
BE CONSIIJERED, OF COURSE, AS 
PROFESSING A BELIEF IJ^ THE TRUTH 
OF ITS MIRACLES^ 



1 HIS propofition is very evident, and 
will require but a ihort illuftration. Mi- 
racles were the profeffed figns of an A- 
poftle. " Believe me, '' faid Jefus, 
" for the works fake. *'* If, then, thofe 
works on which Jefus and his Apoftles 
founded their title to credit, were never 
H 2 done ;. 
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done ; if the apparent miracles were the 
fabrication of impofture, Chriftianity was 
a fable. Had Jefus and his Apoftles not 
profefled to work miracles ; had they de- 
clined, like the' Arabian prophet, to pro- 
duce thofe pledges of their miffion ; they 
might have claimed, and have received 
belief, on other grounds. But, fince this 
was the point on which they grounded 
their title to credit, it was abfolutely ne- 
cefTary that this point fliould ftand. The 
detedion of impofture; here, deftroyed 
the poflibility- of believing Chriftianity. 
The truth of Chriftianity, and that of 
the miracles, were two points, of which, 
both muft be received, oir neither. To 
fay, that you believed Chriftianity, and 
and yet that you denied the truth of the 
miracles, were to fay, that you were a 
Chriflian, and yet that you were not. 

I do not, in this propofition^iconfider 
whether the firft profefling Chriftians cpuld 

be 
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be iniincere in their profefflen, or imftaken 
in their belief. But, what I here affcrt, 
is, that whether their profeffion were fin- 
cere, or not ; whether it were well-foundr 
ed, or not ^ it muft have embraced both 
points, the truth of Chriftianity and the 
truth of the miracles together. Together 
they muft have gone ; and both muft 
have been received, or both rejefted. 
All, therefore, who are handed down to 
us as having profefled Chriftianity, ap- 
pear with this teftimony infcribed upon 
their foreheads, " I believe that Jefus and: 
^* his Apofttes have wrought true mira- 
" cles. *' Does a man tell us, that a. 
houfe is ftanding ; it is implied in his 
words, that the foundation remains fe- 
cure. Does he tell us, that a fhip in a 
ftorm lies fafe at anchor ; it is implied in 
has words, that the cable which faftens 
her remains unbroken. If, then, we had 
in our hands an original paper, in which 

H3 alii 
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all who profeffed Chriftianity fubfcribed 
their perfuafion of the truth of the 'mira- 
cles, we would not have had any more 
evidence of their profefBng to poffefs this- 
perfuafion, than we have from fimply 
knowing that they profeffed Chriftianity, 
Such a paper as I have fuppofed, might 
have been important in letting us know 
who were Chriftians, and what were their 
numbers ; but, farther than this, it would 
^in fad have conveyed no information : It 
would have been a fubfcription to an i- 
dentical propofidon* If any man allow- 
ed himfelf to be called a Chriftian, pro- 
feffing to hold that religion ; he needed 
not to be at the trouble of faying that he 
profeffed to believe the reality of the mi- 
racles on which Chriftianity was found- 
ed, and without the reality of which, fup- 
pofed,^ the belief of Chriftianity was inv* 
poffible. 

PRO- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PROP. VI. OF MIRACLES. gt 



prop6sition VI. 

THAT THOSX WHO, IN THE FIRST AGE, 
PROFESSED CHRISTIANITY, ARE CRE- 
DIBLE WITNESSES TO THE TRUTH OF 
ITS MIRACLES ; IT BEING IMPOSSI- 
RLE, EITHER THAT THEY SHOULD 
ENTERTAIN A BELIEF IN THOSE MI- 
RACLES WHICH WAS ^ILL-FOUNDED, 
OR THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE A 
PROFESSION OF BELIEF WHICH WAS 
INSINCERE. 



X HE miracles of Chriftianity were per- 
formed in open day, in public places of 
refort, in innumerable multitudes. It was 
not to the report of the Apoftles that 
men were obliged to truft, Thofe preach- 
ers 
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ers did not merely relate marvellous 
)unts of vifions, of journeys to the 
Lvens, of wonders to which they them-^ 
es were the only pretended witneffes : 
y did not relate — they exhibited their 
icles. It was to a lame man, who 
been accuftomed to fit at one of the^ 
s of the Temple, the place perhaps of 
moft public refort in the Jewifli me- 
olis, that Peter and John feid, •' In 
le name of Jefus of Nazareth, rife 
p and walk. " All the world had 
him lame; and all, who chofe, 
ht now fee him found and walking. 

t is not merely by thofe who are pre- 
on the fpot, who are eye-witneffes, 
: a hSt of this kind may be attefted : 
ecomcs a matter of public notoriety ; 
I refped to the truth or falfehood of 
ch, all the people living in that age 
e the means of obtaining certain- 
knowledge. 
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knowledge. The great battle of the firft 
of Augtxft, fought between the French and 
EngUfh fleets at the mouth of the Nile, 
was witneffed by none of the inhabi- 
tants of Europe,* excepting the combat- 
ants themfelves; yetlsvery man in Europe 
can atteft the indubitable certainty of 
that important faft. Were a miracle, 
fimilar.to that above mentioned, to take 
place in London ; were a man, who had 
been for fome time lying lame at the en- 
try to the Houfe of Commons, to be, by 
a word, made perfedly whole j what 
would happen ? The extraordinary e- 
vent would, at the firft report of it, be 
believed by fome, doubted by others, and 
by others totally difcredited : But the uni- 
verfal commimication with the metropo- 
lis, would foon make the real ftate of the 
cafe notorious thrpughout the ifland. The 
miracles of Chriftianity were op«n fafts, 
performed in the face of multitudes; 

their 
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their effefts were vifible and permanent ; 
and the whole generation then living 
were competent judges of their truth ; or 
rather, they were fa£ts which required no 
exercife of judgement at all, and with re» 
fped to which there tould be only one 
opijoion. 

When things of this public 4nd 
extraordinary nature are firft report- 
ed, they may admit of doubt with 
thofe who have not been eye-witneffes^ 
It is reported, ^t the time I now 
write *, that Buonaparte, the French 
General, is killed in Egypt, This event 
admits now of doubt ; but the poflibility 
of miftake or of doubt, with regard ta 
it, will fome time hereafter be totally re^ 
moved. When Jefus and his Apoftles- 
profeffed to reftore, in innumerable in* 
fiances, ''in various places, and in the moft 
public manntr, fight to the incurably 

blind,. 

* December 1798, or near Uiat time. 



y Google 



PROP. VI. OF. MIRACLES. 95 

blind, the power of walking to the in- 
curably lame, health to the incurably 
difeafed, and life to the dead ; thefe were 
fads of fuch a kind, that their truth could, 
by a great part of mankind, be afcertain- 
ed* through the teflSmony of their own 
fenfes ; and they were fads fo important, 
fo extraordinary, and fo* public, that the 
true ftate of the cafe muft have been no- 
torious to all the world ; as well to thofe 
who had not themfelves beheld them, as 
to thofe who had. Suppofmg the report 
of the French GeneraPs death to be true, 
the inhabitants of Britain will foon be- 
come as certain of the fa6k as if they had 
feen the bullet enter his body. To thefe 
public and notorious fads, all the people, 
living in the age in which they happen, 
are witneffes moft fiilly competent. Nor, 
In the cafe of fuch witneffes, is there any 
need to be at pains in examining their 
judgement, their prejudices, or the atten- 
tion 
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tion they have beftowed on the fubjeas 
of their teftimony. It matters littk, in 
thofe cafes, whether the event be to the 
witnefs in the higheft degree defirable, ca: 
the objeft of his moft violent averfion : 
It matters little, whither the witnefs him^ 
felf be a man of found and cautious 
judgement, or of weak underftanding 
and blind credulity. The notoriety of 
the faft fweeps away all thefe diftindions ; 
and there is one opinion among the moft 
credulous, and the moftfceptical; among 
thofe who are moft prone, and thofe who 
are moft averfe to believe. 

But although, in notorious ^afes, the 
charafter and difpofitions of the witnefs 
are of little confequence, fince all are 
compelled, by the publicity, to hold pne 
opinion, and onfe language ; yet am I 
not, in the prefent inftance, under the 
necefGty of taking that advantage which 

the 
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the nature of the cafe I am canfi4ering 
would afford me. The firft Chriltians 
.were witneffes to the truth of the Chrif- 
tian miracles, of the moft unexception- 
able kind: There was every motive to 
prevent, and no motive to induce, their 
profeffion of faith in the miracles, except 
on the ground of the firmeft and mofl: 
cautioufly acquired convidion of their 
truth. Their fituation, and the circum- 
fiances of the cafe, were fuch as to fe- 
cure, in this inftance, the caution of the 
moft credulous, and the fincerity of the 
moft deceitfiil. Let us proceed, th^i, to 
confider their fituation, and the circum- 
ftances of the cafe. 

The enemies of Chriftianity declaim 
on the love of wonder which is inherent 
in the human mind ; on the ready recep- 
tion which the vulgar give to all extra- 
ordinary ftoriesj on the multitude of 

jn fuch 
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fuch ftdries, entirely groundlefs, whicli 
liave been in etery age and country cir- 
culated and beEered. Let all this be 
aHowcd in its utmoft extent. When men 
can hear a wonderful ftory, believe* it, 
;and fit ftill ; their credulity may, in ftich 
cafes perhaps, take fide with their love of 
•wonder, and lead them to grant a care- 
lefs, unexamining aflent. But if you aik 
ihem, on the faith of your ftory, to 
renounce the religion of their youth, 
their fathers, their country, and take a 
new one from the mouths of flrangers ; 
^ you iilk them, on the faith of your 
ftdry, to change their fyftem of belief, 
, their train of thought, their plan of life ; 
if you afk tliem, on the faith of your 
ftory, to renounce their long-forraed ha- 
Wts of mtemperance, of avarice, and .of 
prodigality : Are thefe, fteps that will be 
taken on the faith of an unexamined re- 
^rt ? Will not requifitiom like thefe^ 

arreft 
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arrefl fome attention, and prompt fome 
inquiry ? Can any perfon, that choofej^ 
to tell a wonderful (lory, obtain the com- 
mand of the principles and condud of hi$ 
fellow men i 

It may poffibly be alleged by the ene- 
mies oi ChriiUanky, that the firft converts 
had other ^knagined grounds, on which' 
they refled their £uth mChnftianity; and 
that, therefore, the truth or falfehood of 
the miracles was, to them, an objed of 
inferior coi^cera. Now, even fuppofing 
it to have been the cafe, that the faith 
of the firft converts did not reft upon 
miracles as its effential foundation, but 
poffeffed, independent of them, other fuf- 
ficient grounds ; ftill, the miracles could 
not fail to be the fubjefts of their deep 
intereft, and of their anxious attentioa. 
But, is.it reafonable to fuppofe, that the 
miracles were not an eflential ground, on 
I 2 which 
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which the preachers of Chriftianity chim- 
ed the faith of their hearers ? Does not 
the New Teftament clearly refer to them 
as the grounds of feith, and call upon 
men to believe for the work's fake? 
And is it not very plain, that thofe who 
accufe the firift preachers, of impoflure^ 
.cannot, with any reafon, pretend, that 
-the miracles were matters of little im- 
. portance, and' attraftive of little interefi ? 
Far why, if it were fo, did the Apoftles 
forge them ? It was not furely, at leaft, 
an eafy, nor a fafe matter, to condud a 
fyftem of fiditious miracFes. If fuch a^ 
plan were, as feems abfurd to fappofe, 
praQicable at all, it certainly was a plan 
overwhelmed with difficulties, and preg- 
nant with danger : It was. a plan, which,. 
the importunities of thofe around him, 
could not prevail on the Arabiaa impojior 
to attempt : It was a plan, the feemingly 
unavoidable detection of which, muft 

vifiblj 
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vifibly have threatened deftrudion to the 
caufe in aid of which it was uuirifely 
fabricated. It feems indeed indubitable^ 
on fuppofition of the infincerity of the 
Apoftles, that thofe ableft of impoilovs 
would never have incumbered their 
fcheme with forgeries fo pregnant with 
apparently inevitable danger, except the 
necefSty of producing pretended miracles 
had been imperious and indifpeniable;j 
except fuch miracles had been regarded as 
the fubftratum of Chriftianity — effentisil 
to the fupport of the fabric which k was. 
their objeQ: to ereS. 

Mr. Gibbon is defirous of reprefentic^ 
the world. as having been at this time 
prepared for a change of religion. iHc 
iays, that feepticifm had beeadifleminated 
frcMnthe higher orders, throughout Ae 
whole mafs of Society; that this being 
a ftate of mind in which the bulk of 
i^ mankind 
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mankind caimot endure to continue, the 
world, eftranged from its old principles. 

. of religion, was ready to adopt, with 
avidity, any new ones that Aould be oflfer- 
cd ; that at this happy and extraordinary 
crifis, juft when the world were in want. 

. of a religion, Chriftianity arofe — was re- 
ceived, of courfe, with eager welccwne — 
and entered, without oppofition or diift- 
culty, that place in the human mind^ 
which the departure of the ancient fi^. 
perditions had opportunely left vacant *^.. 
la the parage which contains this idea^ 
you will look in vain, fer any referaice t©. 
authorities. The idea is, of courfe, av 
conjedure of Mr Gibbon's own fabrica- 
tion; and every reader is at liberty to 
judge of its probability. Let us. examine 
it.-^Aecording, then, to Mr Gibbon's 
own principles, the crifis which he fup*. 
pofes, will be found exifting rarely. It 

is 

• V©ll. Ch. 15. p^5«3, 504, J05. ad Ed. 
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is a ftate^ he fays, in which the bulk of 
mankind cannot endure to find them*^ 
felves. It is ,a ftate, of courfe,, in which 
they will probably be fcldbm found.; 
and this un6|pquency and unlikelihood 
of fuch a ftate of matters exifting, will 
make us more fcrupulous in inquiring for 
the grounds on which it is fuppofed to^ 
have exifted at the commencement of the: 
Chriftian aera*. 

Endeavouriixg to explain the man- 
ner in which the multitude were now 
forcibly awakened from the pleafing, 
vifion of fuperftition, Mr G8>bon fup- 
pofes that the prevailing fcepticifm began 
with the phik>fophers and men of rank, 
and that it was from them communicated 
to the other orders of the flate. Now^, 
grant, for the prefent, the exiftence of 
this fcepticifm among the learned and 
higher orders j the queftioa remains. How 

was 
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was this fcepticifm communicated from 
them to the mafs of fociety ? Mr Gibbon 
is aware, that it could not be by means 
of the moft powerful engine of commu- 
nication, fceptical writings, which, at a 
time when printing was unknown, the 
bulk of the people could neither procure, 
nor read ; and he remarks, prudently, 
that the contagion of the fceptical writ- 
ings, then exifting, had been diffufed far 
beyond the number of their readers. — 
But, how diflFufed ? We know well, that 
the men of rank, whatever their own 
principles might be, toiak a deep intereft 
in the fupport of the pubUc religion. 
They performed, themfclves, its folemn 
rites ; and if they did laugh in fecret at 
the abfurdities with which it was replete, 
they certainly would endeavour to con- 
ceal their fentiments. When they re* 
turned from prefiding at the pubh'c 
folemmties, in whiqh^ by hypocritical 
V fhow. 
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fliow, they ftrove to imprefs a religious 
refped, to which their own breafts were 
ftrangers ; they would not be fa idle, 
inconfiftent, and abfurd, as, according ta 
Mr Gibbon^s fuppofition, to inform then: 
menial fervants, who attended them at 
table, that it was all a farce. If they 
could not refrain from indulging their 
mirth at the expence of thofe fuperftitions 
to which they led the way— of thofe 
pontifical robes in which they had them* 
felves been arrayed j they furely wouJd 
wait, at leaft, till the attendants at table 
were withdrawn ; n<Mf would they wan« 
tonly difGpate the eflfefts of their hypo- 
crify, and of the labour which it coft 
them. 

Since, then, the men of rank, if they 
were fcepties themfelves, did certainly 
labour to imprefs oppofite fentiments 
upon the minds of the people, and took. 
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-a deep intereft in the fupport of the 
cftabliflied fuperftitions ; by what means 
could the fcepticifm, Yuppofed to have 
been prevalent among them, extend itfelf 
to infeft the mafs of fociety ? — But, why 
ihould I be at much pains in difproving 
the fuppofition of Mr Gibbon? The 
jreader need only turn back to the Second^ 
Chapter of his Hiftory, where he will 
&ad it remarked, ki fo maAy words, that 
Mil the various modes of Pagan worfhip' 
"were regarded by the people as equj^lly 
true. They had not, if this remark be^ 
.jjyjkdy Ml idea of fuch a thing as faHehood 
Ml religion.. They did not content them- 
felves with felefting one from the various 
modes of worfhip, to which they might 
exclufively attach their faith : but, fo 
complete, fo unmingled was their credu- 
lity, that it embraced them all. Were 
thofe the j^eople, whom the prevalence 
cf fcepticifm had eflranged from their 

ancient 
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ancient ftiperftitions, and prepared for the 
reception of any new faith? 

With refpeft to the prevalence of 
fcepticifm among the higher orders in^ 
Ae Roman Empire, Mr Gibbon's obferva- 
tions will be generally, perhaps^ efteemed 
juft. Perhaps they are. At the fame 
time, there is one circumftance which 
fuggefts to my mind fome doubt of their 
juftice, and leads me to think it not im- 
probable, that a fuller fearch into the 
fentiments of antiquity, might rather tend 
to difprove them. The circumftance to 
which I allude, is the manner in which 
religfon is mentioned in the correfpond- 
ence between Pliny and the Emperor 
Trajan. Pliny, at leaft, united the cha- 
ra^ers of a philofopher and a ftatefman ; 
and where Ihall you expeft to find the 
fuppofed fafhionable incredulity, if not in 
men whofe rank was higheft in the State, 
and whofe ftrong philofophic minds will 

be 
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l>e eftemed the moft likely to have rifen 
fuperior to vulgar prejudice? Yet, exa- 
mine the correfpondence that paiTed be* 
tween thofe two aninent men, and you 
will read the language of fincere religion- 
ifts* If thofe letters were written with a 
view to their meeting the public eye, this 
language may then be fuppofed to have 
been only of a piece with the farce that 
was regularly aded. But if they were 
written without any fuch view, they then 
contain an exhibition of the private fenti- 
ments of thofe eminent men, fuch as may 
infufe fome doubt with refpeft to the fup- 
pofed prevalence of fcepticifm among the 
higher orders of the Roman Empire. 

It is remarked by Paley, that fcepti- 
cifm, while it eflFaces from the mind its 
former principles of religion, does by no 
means tend to difpofe it towards the 
deception of a new faith, but rather 

creates 
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creates a difregard for all religion what* 
ever* 



For the f^e of proving the loofe hold 
which Paganifm poffeffed of the minds of^ 
its votaries, Mr Gibbon remarks, that 
its rites and principles were not fupportcd 
by a fet of men fecluded from the pur- 
fuits of the world, and fit for diffufing 
the zeal with which an entire devotion to 
religion filled their own breafts ; but by 
a fet of men, who enjoyed the dignities, 
and executed the buftnefs of the State 5 
whofe habits and feelings were not cleri- 
cal, and who, with cold indifference, per- 
formed the accuftomed rites. There were 
few, be lays, who derived their whole 
credit and fupport from the fecerdotal 
profefficm. I take it for granted, that 
the fad here is rightly ftated. It is fo, 
for any thing that I know. With refpeft 
to the remark which Mr Gibbon woukl 

K found 
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found on It ; it is no doubt true, that in 
icvfery employment, ^ivil and facred^ you 
are to expeft the greateft zeal from thofe 
whofe time, ftudies, and exertions, are 
exclufively devoted to that one employ- 
ment. But, in the prefent cafe, it is to 
be remembered, that the other charaftcr 
j3ome by thofe miniflers of Pagani£ai, 
•who were not thorough priefts, was that of 
ftatefnsien : And, in a government, where 
. religion was a grand engine of State, the 
feelings of a ftatefman-prieft, might not 
jperh^s be, lefs favourable to religious 
zeal, than thofe of a mere prieft. If the 
Pagan priefthood * had been deficient in 
point of zeal, thaiU deficiency might have 
been, perhaps amply compenfated, by the 
authority, 2nd influence, and iplendour, 
which attached to them, and by which, 
the minds of the adimring multitude were 
dz^zzled and overawed. Where the Em- 
peror wais the ponti£e;[[^,maximus; where 

the 
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the offices of the priefthood were per- 
fonned, in perfon, by the nobles, the fe- 
nators, the governors of provinces ; there 
was an eiJctemal luftre throvm around re- 
ligion, moft dazzling to the vulgar eye ; 
and the religio\is regards of mankind 
were enlivened and confirmed by the 
profound civil refpeft with which they 
beheld its illuftrious minifters. Mufl not 
the authority and fplendour which the 
P^fcgan priefts derived from their elevated 
rank, have conferred upon them a degree 
of influaice, which the more ardent, per- 
haps, but impotent «eal of poor and pri- 
vate mai, will in vain attempt to rival ? 

Mr Gibbon remarks, that the geniug^ 
of Polytheifm vras not fuch, as ftrongly 
to attach the affeftions of its votaries, A 
fimilar remark is made by a very profound 
§bferver of humto nature * j and it is, very 
K 2 probably, 

• MoDtcfquien. 
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probably, founded in truth. But then, it 
is remarked by this lame profound writer, 
that men are extremely addided to idola- 
try, and lefs to ideas of a fpiritual l^nd.. 
To the truth of this latter obfervation, the 
liiftory of the world bears ample teftimo- 
ny. It is well known, bow wide and 
prevalent the dominion of idolatry has 
been. Debarred as the Jews were, by 
ftatutes the mod- rigorous, from every 
thing apjM-oaching the worfliip of their 
neighbours j it is well known how prone 
they were to adopt that idolatrous wor- 
fliip. It is well known, that, even in the 
heart of the Chriftian church, idolatry 
erefted its ftaiidard; and, during fome 
ages of darknefs, affimilated Popiih to 
Pagan Rome. . ' 

The ftate of the cafe„ th^, feems to 
be this. The genius of Paganifm, at- 
taching loofely the aflFeftions of its vota- 

ries» 
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ries, might ill difpofe men for enduring, 
in its caufey perfecution. Had it been 
the Emperor who required a renunciation 
of the ancient faith ; had he threatened 
that the weight of I^s power fhould fall: 
on thofe who diibbeyed the fummons ;^ 
had apoftafy been bribed by the allure- 
ments of Imperial power : it might then, 
perhaps, have been ciqpe^cd^ ^at Pa- 
ganifin, le& capable of attaching its vo- 
tartesy would have more eafily funk be- 
neeath the fhock of perfecution, and have 
moi^ readily fuftained a general defertion. 
But though thd incafMicisty of FaganUm 
to attach ftrongly its votaries, might make 
it fiapore readily fink beiieath perfecution f 
y^ wotild this incapacity, worldly mo- 
tives being out of the <{ueftk>n, lead men 
to renounce that idolatry, to which they 
have ahKrays fhewn themfelves prone, for 
die fake of a fpiritual r-eBgion to which 
they have always fhewn themfelves averfe? 
K 3 Perfecution, 
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Perfecudon^ perhaps^ may more eafily 
detach men from idolatry; but a fpiri- 
tu^ religion^ to which they have always^ 
appeared indifpofed, will it^ of itfelf, pof<> 
fefs the power to detach men from that i- 
dolatry to which they have always appear- 
ed inclined ? 

There were worldly reafims, c^ the 
ftrongeft kind, to aronfe the cauticm of 
thofe who thought of adopting ChrifHan- 
jty, and prevent them from taking that 
ftep rafhly. They were expdfed to all the 
contumely, fcom, and vaft variety of pri- 
vate perfecution^ which the rrfesatmoit oi 
thqfe who adhered to the ancient £uth 
would naturally produce. We may cons* 
cqve tl^ odiimi whsdi attached itfdf to 
thofe who forfook the reUgion of the 
State, from the language employed on thU 
fubjeft by Tacitus. 
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If there be a man in antiquity^ whom 
modem fceptics would feleft as their great 
forerunner, with a mind exaltedly fupe- 
nor to all the prejudices of religion; that 
man would be the cool, philofophic, and 
profound hiftorian, whofe writings are, 
in Mr Gibbon's phrafe, to inftruft the 
laft generations of mankind. Yet, hear 
this fame Tacitus, when he comes to 
fpeak of a renunciation of the eftabliihed 
religion. The acrimony of his expreffion 
would fuit the temper c^ the moft inflam- 
ed bigot. In fpeaking of thofe who be- 
came profelytes to Judaifm, he fays, 
<^ Quifque peffimus, fpretis religionibus 
" patriis*, '* &c. It is well known, 
that thofe who pay fo much attention to 
religious fubjeds, as to make a change in 
dieir &ith and worfhip, are not, always 
at leaft, the moft abandoned of men ; 
and it is pretty evident, that the claiife,^ 

ffretis 
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Jpretis religionibus patriU^ contains the 
crime, of which the Jewfli conwrts had 
been guilty, and which rendered them, 
in the eyes of the hiftorian, the moft ab* 
awdoned of mankind. *' Tranfgreffi, ** 
fays he, fpeaking on the fiime fiibjeft, 
'• tranfgreffi in mores eoruim non quid^ 
** quam prius imbuuntur^ qaam^ contem- 
** nere deos, exuere patriantf. '* The 
r^iunciati<m of his country^s religion^ 
and the renunciation of hu country, are 
efteemed kindred crimes ; crimes, which 
excited in the breaft of a Roman, all the 
indignation that fuperflition and imag^n* 
ed patriotifiti could, eonjcaficd, inflame.^ 
On this important fubjea, the phikrfb^ 
pher, the ftatefman, and the mukitudej 
had one fentiment : and, amidft thofe tu^^ 
mukuous clamours, which the refcript of 
Adrian menticms as dir^fted agakift the 
Chriftians, you heaif the mingled voice 

of 
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of Tacitus, einploying an acrimony and 
violence of expreffion, which the rage of 
the bigotted multitude could not eafily 
furpafs. 

Thofe fentiments did not exprefs thenv- 
felves merely in violent language, in po- 
pular clamour, and in mobbifli commo« 
tions. The hand of the civil power waa 
armed againft the defencelefs Chriftians ; 
and thofe abhorred deferters of religion 
were committed to the prifons, and to the 
flames. 

At prefent, (it is remarked by Mr Gib- 
bon), a criminal may avoid, by flighty the 
refentment of the Government ; and may 
find^ in other countries, a ihelter from the 
power that rules his own. But in thofe ' 
time?, the vaffi extent of the Empire ren- 
dered efcapefromit, greatly, at lead more 
difficult; and, beyond the diftant con- 

fioea 
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fines of the Empire, if they fhould be 
reached, there lay inhofpitable defarts, 
rude barbarians, and feebler powers, who 
durft not refift the Emperor's command^ 
nor refufe to refign his fugitive fubjeds* 
The Imperial arm was wielded with def- 
podc fway; and, when it had marked 
its vi£Hms, it was alike vain to think of 
refiftance, or of flights 

When nficn became Chriftian», they 
tmited the world in enmity agaiaft them» 
Wherever they directed their hopelefs eye^ 
they beheld only indignation and hoftility* 
Superftition abhorred them as contemners 
of the gods ; patriotifm branded them as 
renounces of their coimtry, and haters of 
mankind. The unequalled innocence 
and integrity which marked their man- 
ners, faved them not from the venomous^ 
tongue of calumny ; their prmciples and 
their lives were Ihockingly mifreprefent- 
ed ; and they were accufed as evil-doers. 

Their 
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Their fkmilies, their friends, their ac- 
quaintances, reproached, derided, and 
difowned them. They were mobbed by 
the populace ; th^ were imprifoned, and 
committed to the flames, by the public 
authority. A caufe which the Govern- 
ment perfecutes, may fometimes poflefs 
a fhare of popularity ; a caufe which i$ 
the objeft of popular rage, may meet the 
protedlion of the State. But, without , 
the pale of the church, the Chriftians 
looked in vsun for friends. All orders 
were united againft this upftart Jewifii 
fe&, whofe audacity appeared unprece- 
• dented and incredible. The world was 
not, as now, accuftomed to an oppofition 
of religious opinions, the zeal ofpro/elyt* 
i/m^ and the claims of truth. It was 
vdth aftonilhment and indignation, that 
the Roman world beheld a few men, un- 
known, bring forward, throughout the 
extent of their dominions-^What ? It was 

not 
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not a new fyfteiti of Polytheifm, which 
they wifhed to incorporate with the efta- 
blifhed religion, and for the gods of which 
they claimed a place in the capitol. 
This had been accounted a claim by far 
too prefumptuous, to proceed from pri- 
vate and obfcure individuals, unfupport- 
cd, nay oppofed, by the rulers of their 
native province. But this was not the 
claim which the Apoftles advanced. Their 
claim was infinitely more daring. They 
brought forward a religion, which they 
faid, was the only true one, the only one 
which men ought to hold ; a religion, 
which difdained all alliance, which fought 
to reign alone, or not at all ; and afpired 
to erefl: its ftandard on the ruins of the 
religion of the Empire. The Apoftles 
told the proud Romans, that ^//, which 
they and their anceftors had, from time 
immemorial, efteemed facred; that reli- 
gion, under which the Empire had rifen 

to 
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to greatnefs ; that religion, at the folemn 
rites of which, the Emperor and his 
great officers of State prefided ; that that 
religion was abfurdity and folly. 

Let us next inquire, if there were any 
motives, within the church itfelf, which, 
independent; of the truth of the miracles, 
and without regard to it, might influence 
the belief and profeflion of the firft 
ChrifHans. There is one fuggefted by 
Mr Gibbon. It is, the liberal charity with 
which the Chriftian church relieved the 
wants of the poor j which had an obvious 
tendency to draw around them that un- 
fortunate portion of our race, whom age, 
ii^irmity, and fickneis, have reduced to 
dependence on their happier brethren. 
The force of this obfervation, I allow, i 
allow, that all which virtue could do, to 
multiply the numbers of the church, 
was done. I am difpofed to think, that 
L benevolence^ 
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benevolence, m its various fonns, did 
eminently dillinguifii the firft difciples of 
Jefus. They fed the hungry; they clothed 
the naked; they vifited the fick, and 
thofe in priifon. The fon of affiftion, 
found that his lonely dwelling, and the 
tfetii^ement of his forrows, did not fcclude 
him from Chriftian- attentions. The dlt 
trefifed fotmd compafEon ; the profperoM 
jympathetic joy. The ftnmger found a 
Cordial welcome; the lowly found con* 
defc^enfioTi ; the great^ fubmiffion and 
reli^ea. Their infulters and oppi^^ors 
heard them, with aftonifhmeiit, offer up 
prayers for their welfare ; and received a 
tettim of good, for the evil they had 
flbne. It was within the pale of the 
Chriftlan Church, that all the virtues 
ivhich blefs human Tociety refided ; and 
exhibited a luftre and perfedion, bright 
tod unrivalted. " See, '* faid the Hea- 
thens, " how thefe Chriftians 'love one 

" another! *' 
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" another ! ** I will not deny, that the 
virtues of the Primitive Church muft have 
formed an attractive force in its favour. 
But, though the pure and admirable 
morality which Chriftianity introduced 
mto the world, might, in Jome refpeds, 
tend to promote, it would, in other, and 
thofe perhaps more important refpe£ts, 
teiKl to hinder its receptioiu 

The liberal charity which the Chrift- 
zans praflifed, might alhire indeed the 
poor to their fadety ; but it would have 
an oppoiBte effeQ: upon the rich, by whom 
that charity was to be dilpenfed. The 
Apoftles did not gather money in the 
ftreets ; it was, of courfe, from the con- 
verts themfelves, that the Chiiftian chari- 
ty was derived ; and therefore, in what- 
ever degree it made the poor more ready 
to enter the church, it would, in the 
fapie degree, make the rich more cauti- 

L 2 OUS 
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ous and fcrupulous ; more inquifitive a- 
bout the grounds on which they parted 
with their property. The money, there- 
fore, that was given in charity, afted with 
equal force in oppofite directions ; and, 
as oppofite forces deftroy each other, it 
will not fall to be accounted either an at- 
tracting or repelling power ; either as fa- 
vouring, or oppofmg, theprogrefs of Chrif- 
tianity. ^ 

In general, the morality which Chrif- 
tianity firmly enjoined, muft have excit- 
ed, againft this pure religion, all the op- 
pofition which the corrupt delires of mens 
hearts could raife. It is true, that virtue 
conftitutes the happinefs of man ; but it 
is alfo true, that i;nan's heart, at once 
foolifli and wicked, difcovers a ftrong re- 
ludtance to hearken to its falutary admo- 
nitions. It is too true, that when the 
hauics of vice are formed and rivetted by 

cullom^ 
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cuftom, there is nothing to which the 
heart bears a more violent and determin- 
ed reludanee, than the thought of a re^ 
novation of manners. It is in vain that 
you tell a man, addifted to the exceflive 
ufe of intoxicating liquors, that they are 
wafting his fpirits, his ftrength, and his 
property, and carrying him faft to his 
grave : He fees, perhaps, the force of 
your obfervations ; but he perfifts, not- 
withftanding, to gratify his appetite, and 
ruin the hope of his life. Heedlefs of 
the mifery, of which experience has giv- 
en him melancholy evidence, a wicked 
man. hugs his vices ; and you cannot more 
efeftually inflame his keenrefentment,thaa 
by advifing him to think of his circumftan- 
ces, his: reputation and his health. The 
corrupted religion of Paganifm, aided per- 
haps by other circumftances, had funk 
mankind in the deep lethargy of vice ^ 
dod imuy in this condition, would ill 
L 3 brook 
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brook the firm and threatening tone in 
which Chriftianity called them, at their 
peril, to renounce their vices. It was not 
merely the perfecution and reproach of 
an unbelieving world, that oppofed the 
reception of Chriftianity : A principle 
of oppofition lay deep, in the. corruption 
of the human heart and condudt. Every 
vice to which a man had been addi£ted, 
I)led powerfully the caufe of Paganifm ; 
and would render him cautious, fcrupu- 
lous and reluftant, about embracing, in its 
ftead, the holy faith of Jefus, It was not 
the mere found of a wandering, unexamin- 
ed ftory, that would make the avaricious, 
liberal ; the intemperate, fober ; the re- 
vengeful, forgiving ; the cruel, kind ; the 
furious, gentle ; and the thief, an honcft 
man. Although it may be allowed, that vir- 
tue does poffefs charms, and an attraftive 
power, to which even corrupt men may 
not be entirely infeafibk, and which 

might. 
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might^ in different ways, be of fervice to 
the caufe of Chriflianity ; yet it muft be 
admitted, that, in the corrupted age in 
which Chriflianity appeared, the pure-, un- 
accommodating genius of its morality 
muft have tended, in a much higher de- 
gree, to revolt, than to reconcile, the re- 
gards of men. The Gofpel, while it call- 
ed men, on the pain of awful punifh- 
ments, to be juft, pure, temperate, and 
forgiving, would find an internal oppofi- 
tion to its reception, not perhaps lefs 
powerful, than that which was created 
by the general fcom and reproach, by 
the fury of the populace, and the perfe- 
cution of the civil power. 

The cirqumftances which I have men- 
tioned, are very probably fufEcient for 
proviiig, that the Gofpel could not have 
made its way in the world, without fome 
kind of fupematural means. It feems to- 
tally 
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tally out of probability to fuppofe^ that 
a few men, private, poor, moft of them 
untaught, fliould be able to ftruggle,' with 
fuccefs, againft the clerical and civil 
powers ; and to create, by the mere ex- 
ertions of an impotent zeal,fuch a mighty 
revolution of faith and manners. With- 
.out the fuppofition of fomething fuper- 
natural, there are no adequate caufes for 
the known and ftupendous cflfefts. Thci 
cafe is not analogous to any thing that 
the world ever faw. Experience aflFords^ 
us no grounds for concluding, that the 
efFe&s could be produced by thofc natu- 
ral means which exifted in the cafe.^ Sup- 
poling, therefore, that we had not heard 
any thing roncerning miracles, we might, 
from the want of other adequate caufes, 
have had fome ground for prefluning, 
that fome fupematural powers, either vir 
fible or fecret, muft have been prdent, 

to 
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to give ^flfeft to the otherwife unregarded 
words of the Apoftles. 

But I requeft the particular attention 
of the reader to the following obfervation* 
It is, tliat the argument which I am pur- 
fuing, does not by any means oblige me 
to prove, that Chriftianity could not have 
been propagated without fupernatural 
means. This is not, in my . opinion, in 
any degree, the moft important point on 
which the evidence that may be derived 
from the fuccefs of Chriftianity bears. 
It is not, in any degree, the main ufe 
to which the fafts refpe£ting the fuccefs 
of Chriftianity ought to be applied. Had 
the Apoftles, like Mahomet, pretended 
only to fecret vifitations, and to miracles 
invifible to mortal eye, it might then have 
been neceflfary to prove, with refpeQ: to 
the fuccefs of their preaching, what the 
Arabian imipoftor pretended with refpeO: 

to 
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to that of his arms, that it was miracu- 
jous, and not to be ^accounted for from 
natural caufes. But when other miracles 
are advanced, the queftion, then, is not, 
whether the propagation was ' itfelf a mi- 
racle ;- but, \Yhether it affords us fuch a. 
number of credible witneffes, as to affure . 
us of the reality of the other miracles 
which were profeffed to be wrought. Al- 
low that the Apoftles couM have donp 
what they did, by means of their zeal, 
their fortitude, their adivity, their un- 
wearied perfeVerance ; allow it, isnpoffi^ 
ble as it feems to be : Yet the pretext to. 
work miracles, forwhich they did not pof- 
fefs powers from Heaven, would have baf- 
fled a fcheme that had been otherwife prac- 
ticable. A man, whom their zeal and 
feigned profeffum might have deceived, 
whom they might have allured to their 
ftandard, had they kept their pretended 
miracles behind the curtain^ and beyond 

the. 
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the reach of detfgflion j this man could 
not fliut his eyes on thofe difcoveries of 
forgery, which, in profeffing to work mir 
racles,. the imprudence of the preachers 
had laid within the reach of all the worlds 
The quieftion is not, now, whether the 
propagation were» or were not, pebble 
irom natural cau£^; but, whether thf 
miracles which we know to have be^ 
profeffed, could, or could not, efeape de^ 
teftion. It is not,, whether the firft cour 
verts could, or could not have been per^ 
fuaded to becon^ fuch, wiAout fuperna^ 
tural means J but, whether they could, or 
could not have been ignorant of the foi> 
gcry of the pretended miracles, in cafe 
fuch forgery h^ exifted. It wer€ per- 
fe£tly poffible to fiippofe, that theiirft con- 
verts could have been brought to adopt 
Chriftianity without fupematural means ; 
while yet it might be impoflible to fup- 
pofe, that they could be ignorant with re- 

fpe£t ' 
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ipefl: to the truth or falfehood of the mi- 
racles which were profefled. I requeft 
that the diftinftion which I have been la- 
bouring to imprefs upon the reader's mind> 
may be attended to. 

If the evidence, ftated above, had been 
wanting ; if it had been poffible to aver, 
that the firft converts mnft have been dif- 
pofed to adopt the Chriflian faith with 
blind and implicit eagemefs, and to fwal- 
low, if need^were, for its fake, with iinre- 
fifting credulity, every fqffible contradic- 
tion and abfurdity : ftill, I would maintain, 
that they are credible witneiTes. Th#re 
are fome things on which you vwU not be 
allowed to (hut your eyes, however great 
may be your difpofition. 

I have already remarked, that from 
the number, opennefs, and palpability of 
the profefled miracles, no degre« of inat- 
tention, 
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tention, or of difpofition to believe, could 
be fufficient to blind the firfl GhrifGaas in 
regard to them. I will now call the at- 
toition of the reader to another mod po- 
tent caufe, co-operating (if any co-opera- 
tion were neceffiury) with the^opennefs and 
and i^pability of the fa£ts, in prevent- 
ing the pc^l»lity of the firft Chriftians 
being miib^Len. 

Chriftianity was furrounded, pn every 
hand, l)y numerous, powerful, and zea- 
lous enemies, who would examine the 
cafe with the eager eye of malice, and 
who, with triumph, would have dunned 
into the ears of the ccmverts any difcove-* 
ry of falfehood. However difpofed the 
Chriftian converts had been to keep their 
eyes bound up from the unwelcome fight 
of forgery, the enemies of the religioa 
would have torn away the bandage bjf 
Violence, and have compelled the imwilU 
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ing flkves of credulity to look at the cafe- 
as it- {kood. 



In ]viddA^ aiiif tHrooghbut the wterW, 
the prkft^, the ftatefmen^ the^ople, were' 
^leiti^'tb'tlle Ghriftiaii' feith* Thcf A^ 
pofties aiid therr follo^rers vsrere threAtferf* 
ed, beat^, impriJiMied; cdfrirtiitted'-to die 
flames. The Jewifh and the Pagan ihte-^ 
rcfts, oppofite in other things, were at 
cue llefe ;-2«i^- they (firea^at^th^ftr united 
eS^^tSi th€i**iuriited -i^&'ge^:- injiiftice and- 
cruehy^j-toi^rdi^^fe'e^tinQiioh of the^rifi 
iiig-carffe— Btrt thfife^r l^ehl ift vatn thofe 
ifteffea'uat efforts*-— Chr^i^^^ ft6i^i{h- 
cd^ difi'uftdltfelf, and reared4iigh its head, 
ffom4>^xl6^ their- attempts to- deftr<^y it. 
There .v^, Howevfet, st melted} tft^adbp^ 
tion of 'which- hid it b^rt pi)fIiWe, would 
have given them a complete, an ealy- tri-* 
Utiiph ; and^ haS^e involved thfe ChrSliatf 
ca<ifoiilfemain^fiftal,nieritedruin& Gould 

that 
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iJxat j»ethod Imye been adopted, the fword 
of intdlerance needed «ot have beoi im* 
iheathed; tbe ftatefmen and the priefts 
imght have iitten at peace ; the fbunda^ 
tions of the tanples had not been Ihaken, 
nor the ftatues of the gods tumbled from 
their bafes. Could that method have 
been adopted, the temples had not been 
deferted, the facriiices had not wanted 
purcfaafers, nor the rites of ancient time^ 
have been ab^indoned, at the c^l of ob- 
feure and impotent innovators. Could 
that method have been adopted, we fliould 
not perhaps have heard of Chriftianity ; 
and thojfe renowned Apoftolic names, to 
which the Chriftian world looks with re- 
verence, would have died in oblivion, or 
have been tranfmitted to deferved ififamyw 
Could the Pharifees have fliewn, to the 
fatisfaflion of mens minds, that Laza-- 
rus had never been dead ; that the man 
bem blind, whom they queftioned with 
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fuch feverity, and fo little eflfeft, had ne- 
ver wanted the ufe of fight ; that the lame 
man, cured by Peter and John, had never 
wanted the ufe of hia limbs : — That h^d 
been enough — ^that had been an effeftual 
antidote to the growing defertion of the 
ancient faith — that had been the death's 
wound to the hated and dreaded caufe of 
Chriftianity, If keen inveftigation, or 
influence, or money, could have obtained 
thofe important difcoveries, they would 
have been obtained. The caufe of Chrif-. 
tianity, hated, was not defpifed. Its ene- 
mies were not the ignorant, poor, and 
weak : They were the great, the power- 
ful, the rich, the learned : Its pretenfions 
were fubjefted to the clofe infpedion of 
their eager and defpiteful eye. 

What, then, fliall we fay ? Shall we 
fuppofe, that Jefus and his Apoftles, men 
without power, without rank, without 

influence^ 
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influence, •without money, formed a fyt 
tern of impofture — fo wide, that it over- 
fpread the Rcm^n world ; fo expofed, 
that it met the obfervation of every mor- 
tal 'y fo wifely, fo firmly compared, that 
it eluded all penetration, defied all af- 
fault, and triumphed over all authority I 
ShaH we fiippofe, that, of all the thou- 
sands, ai^ tens of thoiifanda, who mufl 
have been privy to thefe immenfe machi- 
nations,, there waa not one who ever prov- 
ed fekhlefa; not: a. man,, firom whofe 
breaft, the: love di truth, the wearinefs 
of coiiftraint,. die ^ompuiifeaians of v con- 
fcieattce,. the defire of gaining "the favour 
of the great, rich and powerful, could 
ever draw the profound and important 
fecrct ? ShaU we f^pofe, that the moft 
keen and: virulent invefldgation, fupport- 
ed by all the advantages of wealth alid 
ppwer, could never fucceed in exploring 
oae of the innumerable windings, of \vhich 
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this mighty fyftemof impoftureinufthaYe 
confifted j that bribery, intrigues, nor 
fprce, could ever penetrate thofe imper- 
vious and deep-laid labyrinths of pro- 
found deceit ? — What was it, that kept 
the combination m fuch indififoluble union ? 
What were the motives that preferved 
the xmconquerabk fideKty of ihe innume- 
rable partisans of this ftupendous plot? 
How did the Apoftles contrive to lodge 
the fecret in their breafts ; fa deep, that 
no art, nor power, nor mon6y, were able 
to extrad it? Impoflors, confpirators^ 
deceivers, ui^rmcipled men, who purfue 
their deiigns at the expence of troth and 
virtue; what are the motives by which 
fuch men are aduated ? Are they not . 
the hopes of wealth, dF fame, of power,.- 
of eafe, of pleafure, of grandeur ? Thcfe 
are the coveted ot^^e^, the purfuit of 
which allures deluded moa from the way^ 
of innpcence and virtue ; arms the hand 

of 
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of the affaflin ; fires the arahition of the con- 
queror ; and fills with guile the tongue of 
the deceiver. But, wl^re were fuch mo- 
tives to bind the fidelity of thofe who 
fupported the Apoftles and their caufe ? 
Where was the profpeft of wealth, fame^ 
power, cafe, pleafure, grandeur, with 
which the Apoftles could flatter the hopes^ 
and bribe the fecrecy, of their adherents? 
— ^they, who were themfelves poor, perfe- 
cuted men } buffeted, beaten, imprifoned, 
jderided, purfued by the eternal hatred of 
the great, rich and powerful. All the 
goods of this world, all that the vicious 
feek, were in the hands of the enemies 
ef Chriftianity j and the whole weight of 
fuch motives as thefe things afford, preff- 
ed to deftroy the combination. 

The idea, that the miracles profeffed 
to be wrought by the preachers of Chrif- 
tiaaity, were managed by artifice and 

collufion. 
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coUufion, i^ big vnth infinite and match- 
lefs abfurdity. — Suppofe that the man 
mentioned in the 9th chapter of John's 
Gofpel, and faid to have been born blind,, 
had never wanted the ufe of fight, or 
had feigned the want of it only lor a? 
fhort time, in order that a pretended nu*» 
rack might be forged : Is it not plain, be^ 
yond every thing, that evidence of thifr 
muft have poured in upon the Phaiifee$ ; 
that hundreds, who had formerly known 
the man, would have vied with each o- 
ther, in.hatlening to gratify their gran« 
diQts by a difcovery of the truth ? In or-, 
der to in^fe upon the world a fatfe 
miracle of this kind, it WQuld have 
been npceflary to. bribe the ccHicurrcn^% 
not merely of the man himfeilf, not, 
merely of eight, ten, or twelve abettors 
of the plot ; but it wQ^ld have b^en. ne- 
ceffary to feiQure the coUufioh of every 
individual with whom a ntd^ of full age:, 
h^d, ever been acquainted, of every indi- 
vidual 
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vidual who remembered to have ever feen 
him. — ^T^ke the cafe of Jairus*s daugh- 
ter. There is no doubt, that the death 
of the youilg woman was not a notorious 
fad. ' This pretended miracle might have 
been concerted with the family of Jairus : 
But with them it muft have been con- 
certed. They muft have been ppvy to 
the deceit, and their fidelity muft have 
been fecured. 

In general, in a part of the cafes, the 
miracle was palpable to all the. world ; 
and fiflion, for the ihorteft time, by any 
means whatever, was impoflible. It is 
remarked, withjuftice, that where a re- 
ligion is eftabliflied, its minifters pofTeffed 
of wealth, power, influence, and their af- 
fertions enforced by inquifitorial terrors^ 
there may be impofed upon the public, 
grofs deceptions, which, in fituations left 
advantageous, had been imprafticable. 

There 
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There are, however, deceptions, which 
no wealth, nor power, nor influence, no 
advantage of fituation, can efieft, — A 
man, whom all the world had feen, for 
twenty or thirty years, poffeiSing the ufe 
of fight ; the priefts of Spain, in the ze^ 
nith of their influence, could not have 
convinced mankind that that man wa* 
bom blind. There are fome of the mi- 
racles, profefled to be wrought in the 
caufe of Chriftianity, of this kind j fuck 
us no bribery, no influence, no artUice, 
no power, could have falfdiy impoled 
\jpon the world J fuch glaring fe£is, that 
men might as foon have been ignorant of 
the fliining of the fun, as of their falfe- 
hood or their truth. There were, indeed, 
other cafes, where the concurrence of 
pnly a few perfous ; fome, perhaps, there 
jnight be, where the concurrence of only 
the patient himfelf^ was needed. But, 
had even all the cafes been of this more ' 

private 
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pYivate kind, the vaft niimber of miracles 
that were prbfefied to be wronght, would 
have rendered the neceflary' number of 
abettors immenfely gresrt,. and would have 
removed the poffibility^ of fudcefsful im^ 
poft^re. 

Had thfi iflh^l^a prcrfyfe^ t6 hav^ 
bfeen"wi-dught,b6en only ten or twelve 
in number ; had thotfe ten W twelve'beefl 
aM of a private^' kind, for which the coU 
hifioh of twenty, fifty, or at the utmoft 
a: huiidrdd abators, had been fufficientj 
haii the preachers lieeri pofleffed of wealth, 
andTiacf'italfo been poffible to have ftip- 
pofed them themfelves interefted in de- 
ceiving mankind ; I could then have more 
readily^ lifteAed to a man who alleged the 
pofSbiKty of impofture. I could have 
more>eadify liftaied to him— I do not 
fay that 1 would have agreed with him 
in opinion. I might have defired him to 

recoiled, 
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recoiled, that a fecret is in Kttle fafety, 
when twenty, fifty^^or a hundred p^oM, 
muft unite in keeping it ; perfon^, who 
muft be fidedcd, with regard, not to cha- 
rafters, but to circumftances, indifferent- 
ly from the male and from the female fex, 
from the filent and the communicative, 
from the fteady and the fickle, from the 
fctoer and the intemperate. Shall it ne- 
ver happen, that, in a mom^it of dit 
guft, of refentment, of communicative- 
neis, of confidential friendftiip, of intoxi-* 
cation, of remorfe, fome one of the 
number, lefs fbeady, lefs referved, Icfs 
watchful, lefs confirmed in viUany than 
the reft, fball bring forth, from its dark 
receffes, the important fecret ? It is well 
known, how often thofe plots, the com* 
pletion of which is confined within a If- 
mited and fhort period, are prematurely 
difcovered, and their execution def«ited. 
Wh^ the fecret is entrufted to a number 

of 



y Google 



PRO^. VI. OF MIRACIiES. I45 

of perfons, profeuad fecrefcy is nc^ eafily 
prderved for any length of tirne^ But, 
when the time duriag which it muft be 
preferved, is your whole life j through e- 
very variety of your cOHditioii and your 
fpirits ; when you muft carry it with you to 
the grave : In fueh circumftanceS) (ball jt 
lye for ever buried in impenetrable filence? 
The confpirators might lee didr fmnds, 
on the faith of grounds which they knevr 
did not exift, espofing themfelves to de-* 
riiion, reproach, danger, and death. The 
worft of men have fome attachm^t^: 
at leaft there are fome people in the 
world, to whofe mifery they would not 
be wantonly inftrumental. To fuch 
people, at the time at leaft of death, 
when every motive that bribed their ini- 
quity was no more, may not the coofpi- 
rators be fuppofed inclined to reveal the 
importimt difcovery, the pofleffion of 
which might fave their deluded iiiends 

K froni 
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from a complication of uimeceffary evils ? 
As it would, bdides, have been known 
that they were the perfons who had accefs 
to know the truth, they would have been 
applied to by the powerful enemies of 
the caufe, and availed by all the force of 
bribery, promifes, and threatenings. — ^The 
fuppofition on which I am at prefent rea- 
foning, includes the idea, that the prime 
movers of the plan were pofleffed of 
affluence. Take away this fuppofition : 
And how is it fuppofeable, that a few 
men, without power and influence, and 
without money, could bribe the uncon- 
<juerable fecrecy of even twenty, fifty, or 
a hundred adherents; in oppofition to 
the anxious inquiry of friends, and the 
virulent attacks of powerful foes ; in op- 
pofition to the love of truth, to the defire 
of communicating important information, 
to the relentings of friendfliip, and the re- 
monftrances of confcience ?— What then 

fliall 
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ihall we fay, if, inftead of twenty, fifty, 
or a hundred, there muft have been 
thoufands, and tens of thoulands, to whom 
the fecret muft have been committed, and 
whofe fidelity muft have been fecurcd ? 
What fhall we fay, if ^ fome of the mira- 
cles were, from their nature, open to all 
the world j their truth or falfehood mani- 
feft as the fhining of the fun from the 
heavens ? 

• The fame circumftances which afTure 
us of the anxiety of the converts to know 
the truth, render it alfo certain that they 
would not make a falfe profeffion of be- 
lief ; a profeffion, againft which the mafs 
of worldly motives leaned with incum- 
bent weight. — I will acknowledge, how- 
ever, that there might perhaps be fome 
perfons, who found, in worldly motives^ 
a temptation to profefs Chriftianity; thofe, ^ 
whofe poverty and wretchednefs, Chrif- 

N 2 tian 
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tian benevolence i«Keved i thofe, whofe 
parents, friends and patrons, had embrac- 
ed the faith. I can conceive, that after 
ChrifUanity had made fome progrefs, 
there might arife a clafs of perfons, wha 
f6und, in their particular circumftances, 
worldly motives for profeffing Chriftiani- 
ty, which were more than a counterba- 
lance for thofe by which they were deter- 
red. I fhould have been willing to have 
made, on this account, a certain deduc- 
tion from the number of cojiverts, confi- 
dered as witnefiEbs to the miracles, if X 
had not been of opinion, that the true 
ftate of the cafe muft have been publicly 
notorious ; and that it \Yould have been 
impoflible for any man to have held v^ 
his fac^, and declared himfelf a beKever 
in their reality, except they had been in^ 
deed real. 



PRO- 
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PROPOSITION vn. 

THAT THOSE PEOPLE, LIVING IN .THE 
APOSTOLIC AGE, WHO DID NOT PRO- 
FESS CHRISTIANITY, BUT WHOSE 
ATTENTION MUST HAVE BEEN AT- 
TRACTED TOWARDS THE MIRACLES 
PRETENDED TO BE ' WROUGHT BY 
ITS PREACHERS, CONSTITUTED AlSt 
IMMENSE MULTITUDE. 



1 HE extraordinary nature of thofe works 
which the Apoftles^ profeffed and appear- 
ed to perform.; the boldnefs and the 
magnitude of their undertaking ; the in^. 
, N 3 defatigable 
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defatigable adivity, and the dauntlefs for- 
titude, with which they purfued it j the 
public 'theatre oa which they preached 
and afted ; the extenfive fuccefs that at- 
tended their labours, and crowded mul- 
titudes of converts aro^md their ftandard ; 
all ferved to refcue them from negledl^ 
and to altraft towards th^n the eyes of 
the world. When any man became a 
Chriftian, his converfion would awaken^ 
towards the caufe, the attention of all his 
relations, friends, and acquaintances ; all, 
whom fuperftition, habit, or intereft, at- 
tached moft firmly to the exifting modes 
of reKgion, would (hare the feelings of 
the filverfmiths of Ephefus, and would re- 
gard the progrefs of Chriftianity with an 
eager and watchful eye, as their peculiar 
concern* The idlc,^ who were ever ia- 
quiring for the news, would grai^E^ at it, 
as an intereAIng fub|eS, cm which to 
give jfiA to rec^e kalbnnatioxu In coza% 

panies9 
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paniesj, it would natuirallyfuggeft itfelf as 
a topic of converfation. — " Art thou on- 
^' ly a ftranger in Jerufalem, '* faid two 
of the difcipl^s to their unknown Maftcr, 
^ter h^$ refurj-eftion, ^^ and haft not 
** known the things that have come to 
*^ pafs there m thefe days ? *' — In Jcruf?^ 
lem, in Antioch, in Ephefua, in Corinth, 
in Rome, he muil have been indeed a 
ftranger, fequeftered from the world, and 
ignorant of its >moft notorious tnmfec- 
tions, on whofe notice Chriflianity autd itg 
miracles h^d not forced themfelves. The 
cafe was too extraordinary, to pafs unng^ 
ticed ; it was alfo too interefting, Chnf- 
tianity was aoit beheld with indifferent 
eyes* It attra^ed the warmeft fric^d- 
ftiips : it awa);ened the i^e^eft enmities*. 
The prince and the peafant were united 
in their <^ppf^p?u The Emperor HSjacd 
forth fanguin?^ e<^s. Enrage4 at the 
^{oring Qbixm of thofe e^traQ^dina^ 

men. 
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men, who fought to eftablifh tlieir own 
fyftem of religion on the ruins of that of 
the Empire ; the Romans did now, for 
ihejirji time^ unfheath the fword of reli- 
gious perfecutiori ; and a new fpecies of 
violence ^nd injuftice overfpread the wide 
extent of their provinces with fuflfering 
and blood* The clamours of the multi- 
tude feconded the exertions of the civil 
power, and demanded loudly the deftruc- 
tion of the Chriftians. Violent enmity is 
inconfiftent with entire contempt ; and 
the edids of the Government, the out- 
cries of the multitude, the accufations a- 
gainft the Chriftians as enemies of man* 
kind, while they teftify the hatred that 
was bom to the Chriftian caufe, affure us,^ 
that negkft was not its portion. 

We perceive with what minute and 
accurate inquiry the Jews fcrutinized the 
cure of the blind man in the gofpel \^ 

and 
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and this inftance affords us an example of 
tjiat kind of inquiiy, refpeding the mira- 
cles of Jefus and his Apoftles, which, 
even among thofe who did not embrace 
Chriftianity, curiofity, connexion with 
the converts, enmity, and other principles^ 
ipuft have univerfally awakened. 

The Roman Empire, according to Mr 
Gibbon's computation, contained one 
hundred and twenty millions of people. 
Add two thirds, on account of the wafte 
and renewal that might take place in half 
a century; and you will have two hun^ 
dred millions. Subtraft two fifths, as 
perfons imder age ; you will have a hun- 
dred and twenty millions. Subtraft, a- 
gain, ten millions, as the number that 
had en\braced Chriftianity; and the re- 
mainder, according to thefe rude calcu- 
lations, will give you the number of per- 
fons who, in the half century that I cpnfi- 

der 
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der as conftituting the Apoftolic age, liv- 
ed within the bounds of the Roman Em- 
pire, without embracing Chriftianity. The 
number amounts to one hundred and ten 
millions ; of whom, an immenfe propor- 
tion, at leaft, muft, in greater or lefs 
degrees, have had their attention attraft* 
ed towards the ChrifUan miracles* 



PRO- 
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PROPOSITION VIIL 

THAT THE PERSONS, MENTIONED IN 
THE PRECEDING PROPOSITION, HOLD 
FORTH THEIR UNANIMOUS TESTI- 
MONY TO THE TRUTH OF THE 
CHRISTIAN MIRACLES. 



1 HIS teftimony is clearly held forth to 
us, in the filence which prevails, through- 
out antiquity, refpeding any objedions 
to tie truth of the miracles. This total 
filence, with re^d to objedions, which 
prevails in the gofpels, in all the books of 
the New Teftamcnt, in all the writings of 

the 
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• 

the eariy Chriftians, and throughout all 
antiquity, affords a decifive proof, that no 
lUch objeftiong ever were ftarted. If 
fuch objetftions had been abroad, the^ 
friends of Chriftianity muft either have 
had all afafwdr tc ptodtice, or ihey muft 
have given up their caufe. This anfwer 
ttufl haVt beal iiiferted ih the Gofpdls 
Slid the AGtSj alofng with the accounts of 
miracles which thdfe books contaifi. If 
a hiftorian choofe to employ himfelf in re- 
cording fads, the reality of which is op- 
pofed, he is under the neceffity of em- 
ploying his pains in clearing away thofe 
objeftions by which the reality of the jfiafts 
is oppofed. If the difputed fa^s form the 
foundation of a caufe in which his heaft 
ns moft deeply ilit^refted, in fupport ci 
which it is that he writes bis hiftory j he 
will feel the neceffity of this tafli moi« 
preiEng, and wiU, with more tzget an- 
xrety, direft his atteation to its perform- 
ance* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FaOP,.VVI. Off MIRACLES. 1 57 

ance. Had objeQions to the truth of 
the miracles beea abroad, the anfwers to 
fuch obje£Hons muft have been of necet 
fity inferted ia the Chriftian hiftories;. 
they mufl hai^e beea aliaded to in the 
ehtiftian epiftles; they muft have been 
infifted on in the Chriftian apologia 
and defences : — ^In place of the adual fi- 
lence, the found of them muft have rung 
through all antiquity, and have obtained 
a prominent place in every writing that 
regarded the Chriftian affairs. No ob- 
jeflions, then, were ever ftarted. The 
enemies of Chriftianity were filent on that 
head. But we can have no hefitation in 
what light the filence of enemies fhall be 
viewed. It is a plain and unequivocal 
confeffion, that there were no objedidns 
to ftart ; that nothing was known, to in- 
vaMdate the certainty of thofe important 
hGts^ which the enemies of Chriftianity 
were fo much concerned to difprovev 

o The 
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The filence of an enemy, poffeffes an un- 
equivocal meaning. But it is not by ii- 
lence only, that the enemies of Chriftian- 
ity teftify to the truth of the miracles of 
Jefus. I now proceed to adduce the open 
declarations, in which they hold forth their 
united and favourable teftimony. 

The Pharifees alleged, that Jefus 
wrought miracles by Beelzebub, the Prince 
of Devils ; an allegation, which implies 
an acknowledgement that the miracles 
were really done, and which proceeds 
entirely upon that fuppofition *. 

The moft ancient writer againft Chrif- 
tianity, of whom any mention is made, 
is Celfus, an Epicurean philofopher, who 
lived under the Emperors Adrian and 
the two Antonines. Adrian mounted the 

throne, 
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throne, in the year of oiir Lord 117; 
and the laft of the Antonines, in the year 
161. It appears^ therefore, that Celfus 
lived in the age immediately fucceeding 
that of the Apoftles ; and it is poffible 
that he may have been born before the 
death of John. Celfu& wrote a book a- 
gainft the Chriftian religion, which has 
periihed. But there is extant, an anfwer 
to that book, by Origen, a learned Chrif- 
tian J of the plan of which anfwer, the 
writer gives the following defcription : 
** But, that we may not feem defignedly 
** to pafs over any of his arguments, as 
** having no anfwer to make, we have 
** determined to confute every one of his 
** objeftions, according to our ability; 
** obferving, not the natural connexion of 
*' things, but the order in which he has 
'* wrote them in his book *. *' This ac- 
o 1 curacy 

• Orig. con. Cclf. 
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curacy ferves very effeftually to fupply 
the lofs of the original work of Celfus : 
and it affures us, that Celfus joined in 
the univerfal filence as to obje£Uons a- 
gainft the reality of the miracles ; no fuch 
objeSions (except fome remarks on the, 
refurredion of Jefus) being noticed or an- 
fwered by Origen. The following paf- 
fpo;e8 from Origen, contain Celfus's ac- 
knowledgement of the rcaKty of the nd- 
racles~« But he '* (Celfus) " feigned 
** fomething -elfe : He acknowledges, in- 
*^ deed^ fomehow, the wonderful miracles 
^* which Jefus performed, by which he 
" perfbadedmanytofoilowhimasChriftj 
^' but was deiirous of calumniating them, 
" as performed by magic, and not by 
** Divine power, f* For he fays, ^^ that 
** he " (Chrift) " being brought up in 
*' obfcurity^ was obliged to ferve for hire 
**• in Egypt ; and having learned, there, 
** certain powerful arts^ returned thence, 

^* declaring 
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'* declaring himfelf a god on account of 
** thefe miracles *. **— ^Porphyry, the Ty- 
nan, accounted the mod able and learned 
of the Heathen writers againft Chriftianity, 
flourifhed in the middle of the third cen- 
tury ; and wrote fifteen books againft the 
Chriftian religion. Thofe books, with 
the anfwers written to them, have perifli- 
ed ; and, refpefUng the contents of them, 
there can be gleaned, from ancient au- 
thors, only a very few particulars. The 
following paffage from Jerome, tranfmits 
to us Porphyry's acknowledgement of the 
reality of the miracles — " Unlefs, ** fays 
he, " according to the manner of the 
" Gentiles and profane, of Porphyry and 
** Eunomius, you pretend that thefe are 
** the tricks of demons f.^** This paf- 
fage implies, that Porphyry had admitted 
the fads, but that he afcribed them ta 

o 3 the 
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the operatioflL of ddnonSt ^o were ac- 
counted intermediate beings between the 
gods and men^ from whom, according to 
JHato, proceeded all prophecy and magic. 
The philofopher Hieroclcs lived about 
the commencement of the fourth century j 
and his book againft the Chriftian reli- 
gion, in which he oppofes the miracles of 
Apollonius Tyanaeus to thofe of Jefus, 
16 anfwered by Eufebius the hiftorian. 
The following pafTage is found in Eufe- 
bius — ^^ They boaft of it in all places, '* 
fays Hierodes, ** and honour Jefus as giv* 
** ing fight to the blind.— Neverthelefs^ 
" in the days of our anceftors, during 
** the reign of Nero, flourifhed Apollo- 
•* nius Tyanaeus : He alfo did many 
^* wonderful things. ' Now, we reckon 
** him who did fuch wonderful things, 
** not a god, but only a man in favour 
** with the gods ; whereas they give the 

*' appellation 
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" cq>peUation of God, to Jefus, becaxile 
*' he performed a few miracles *^ ** 

The Eiiq)eror Julian, fumamed the A- 
poftate, fucceeded Conftantius in the Im- 
perial throne, in the year of our Lord* 
361. He wrote againft the Chriftian Re- 
ligion. ** Jefus,** fays he, ** about 
'* three hundred years ago, having gain- 
*' ed a few followers, and thofe of the 
^' meaneft foit, is now famous, having 
** performed nothing, through the whole 
*' courfe of his life, worthy of fame ; un- 
*' lefs one reckons the curing of the lame 
*^ and the blind, and the exorcifing of 
*^ devils in the villages of Bethfaida and 
" Bethany^ to be the greateft of works f . ** 
Volufian is another Heathen, who, though 
an enemy of Chriftianity, makes the 
fame acknowledgement of the reality of 

the 
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• Apud Eufeb. p. 51*. 

I Apud Cyrill. lib. n. p. 191. 
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the mirades ^. The paflage formerly quot- 
ed from Jerome, mentions Eunomius as 
another, from whom the fame acknow- 
ledgement had proceeded ; and it afcribes 
Ihat fame acknowledgement to the Gen- 
* tiles and prophane in general. The Jewifli 
Talmudical books, however inimical to 
Chriftianity, acknowledge the reality of 
the miracles — " He healed the lame and 
" the leprous ; and raifed a dead man ; 
^* and in Galilee walked on the fea f . '* — 
** In Talmude nominatim citati funt, 
*' qui a difcipulo Chrifti Jacobo,. a def- 
*' peratiflimis morbis invocato nomine 
*' Chrifti, momento fanati funt ; vel fa- 
•* nan fe poffe non dubitaverint J. ** The 
Sepher Toledoth Jefliu, a book forged 
by the Jews againft Chriftianity, contains 

the 



* VQlufian, Ep\f\. ad Au^ft. 34. 
t Talm. Hicr. Tr. Sch. in Pog. fid. ii. I, 3, 6. 
I Coch. in Sanh. xi. 36. n. 9^ See for both paflages, 
CoTcntry's Dcfencei iecond edit. p. 325. 
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the following paffage — " And Jefus faid, 
^ Bring hither to me a leper, and I will 
** heal him : And they brought him a 1©- 
** per; an^ he put his hand upon him, and 
** pronounced the great name, and the 
** man was cured ; and he became again 
** like the flefh of a child. Moreover^ 
*^ Jefus faid. Bring hither to me a dead 
** body ; and they brought him one that 
^^ was dead. He laid his haiid upom 
^^ him, and pronounced the name ; and 
" he came to life, and flood upon his 
" feet *. '* The Talmudical books afcrib- 
ed the miracles of Jefus to magic ; *or to 
an occult virtue in the name Jehovah, 
called by them, Shem-maphorefchy or the 
diftinguiflied name ; the true writing and 
literary pronunciation of which, they fay, 
he ftole out of the Temple. The Hea- 
then and Jewifh writers, quoted above, 

are 

* For this quotation, as alfo for othcn in this Propofi,- 
tion, fee M'Knight's Truth of the Gofp. Hill. b. II. c. 4. 
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are to be confidered as the fpokefmen for 
the Jewifh and Heathen world. Their 
united teftimony affures us, that neither 
they thcmfelves, their contemporaries, nor 
their predeceffors,- had ever known any 
valid objedHons to the truth of the Chrif- 
tian miracles ; nor had ever been able to 
refufe that acknowledgement of their 
truth, which the notoriety of thofe extra- 
ordinary and impwtant h&s irrefiftibly 
claimed. 



FRO- 
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PROPOSITION IX. 

THAT THE PERSONS, MENTIONED IN 
THE TWO PRECEDING PROPOSITIONS, 
IN THE TESTIMONY WHICH THEY 
BEAR TO THE TRUTH OF THE 
CHRISTIAN MIRACLES, ARE WIT- 
NESSES, OF THE MOST UNEXCEP- 
TIONABLE KIND. 



CiHRisTiANiTY could iiot be regarded 
with total indifference. You muft have 
been either its friend, or its foe. Inte- 
reft, politics, habit, prejudice, fuperftition, 
inflamed againft it, in every quarter, mul- 
tiplied 
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dplied and virulent hatred : And if any 
man was lefs influenced by thefe ^rinci- 
ples, yet the refuial to embrace Chrifti* 
anity, proceeding From whatever caufe, 
did, of courfe, in as far as the religion en- 
gaged his attention at all, rend^ him in- 
terefted in difproving and difbelieving it. 
All, therefore^ who wa*eled:to.direQ:their 
^ttendoA to Chriftiaaity, without embrac- 
ing it, were, of courfe, with greater or 
lefs violence, enemies to its truth, and to 
every thing by which its truth was con- 
firmed* 

It is very plain, that fuch perfons, in 
bearing teftimony to the truth of the mi- 
racles, did not mean to dec^ve; that 
their teftimony was indubitably fincere^ 
CKtx^rtedjfeom reludant, but unavoidable 
periuafion:-^! fay, fromreludant perfua-^ 
Hon; It ia true, that they fometimc^ ^-^ 
fed to fpeak of thofe miracles with con« 

tempt. 
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tempt. They reprefent them as things of 
trifling moment } they compare them to 
the feats of magicians, and to the tricks 
Sf Egyptian jugglers. They adduce pre- 
tended hiftories of odier men, who per- 
formed things more wonderful. They 
efcape from admitting the juft cotifequence 
of the miracles, by referring them to ma-* 
gic, to the operation of devils and demons ; 
by denying that fuch works were the 
marks of connexion with Heaven.— But^ 
are not thefe the vain ebullitions of impo- 
tent refentment — the fubterfuges of ene- 
mies, who ftrive to underrate the vahie, 
and mifinterjM^et the import of that fuper- 
natural evid^ce, which they cannot deny 
to exift? — Celfiis wrote againft magic; 
and yet is compelled to have recourfe to 
it, as the only folution for the Chriflian 
miracles. Did he regard with indiffer- 
ence, thofe ftubbom feds, the notoriety 
of which d^ied denial, confounded his 
p fcepticifm. 
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fcepticifm, and compelled him to own 
thofe magical powers, which, on other oc- 
cafions, he endeavoured to expofe ? He, 
who detefbed the artifices of magiciansf 
and opened the eyes of the ignorant to 
the arts that impofed on their credulity- 
would not he have detefted, with e^ger 
delight, the artifices (had fuch exifted) of 
Him whom Julian accounted the greateft 
of magicians * ? If he affefted to fpeak of 
the Chriftian miracles lightly, was not 
his apparent mdiflference affumed, to con- 
ceal his fecret fpleen ? — When Hierocles 
fpeaks flightingly of the performing of a 
few miracles ; when Julian fays that Jefus 
did nothing worthy of fame, unlefs you 
reckon curing of the lame and blind to 
be the greateft of works : Is not the fame 
interpretation to be put upon their words- 
are they not fpeaking the language of the 
fox in the fable, who called the grapes,' 
that he could not reach, four ; and cover- 
ing 

• The Apoftlc Paul, apud Cyrjll. lib. 3. p. ICO. 
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ing their real chagrin with the mafk of af- 
fumed indifFerence ? Even if it had been 
poflible to fuppofe, that the enemies of 
Chriftianity did not confider the miracles 
important for the confirmation of its 
truth ; they could not, however, fail to 
perceive, that the detection of impofture 
m the miracles, would be decifive for the 
afcertainment of its falfehood : They 
could not fail to perceive, that this would 
be the completeft triumph which their en- 
mity could defire ; that this would blaft, 
for ever, the name of Chriftianity ; over- 
whelm its adherents with confufion ; and 
annihilate the fchemes of thofe fuccefs- 
ful innovators, who were turning the 
world upfide down. 

Were thefe, objeds which the enemies 
of Chriftianity regarded with indifference ? 
Was the deftruftion of Chriftianity an. 
objeft of indifference to the Chief Priefts, 

p 2 the 
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the Scribes, the Pharifees — that objefl:, 
the accomplifhment of which they pur- 
fued through fo much violence and blood ? 
Was that an objeft of indifference to the 
Roman Government, for which they wag- 
ed, throughout the extent of their pro- 
vinces, ten unjufl and inhunxan perfecu- 
tions ; added a new branch to their cri- 
minal law^, and put to d»th, yi^kh ci^uel 
tortures, fubjefts, who had ^ever offend* 
ed the public peace, nor infringed the 
rights of any individual; fubjefts, who 
bound themfelves, by oath, not to break 
faith, not to commit theft, robbery or 
adukery * j whofe only crime w^ that re- 
ligion, to which their pure iBoraKty owed 
-its birth ? Was the deftruftion of Chrif- 
tianity an objeft of indifference to Pliny ? 
Was it an objeft of indifference to the 
priefts, who derived^ frpm the eftablifhed 
fuperftitions, their fubfiftence, influence, 

and 

• Sec Pliay'i letter, quoted above. 
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and dignity ? Was it an objed of indif- 
ference to the workmen whom Demetrius 
affembled at Ephefus ; or to others who, 
like them, profefled trades conneded with 
the temples and exifting rites ? The op'- 
pofition, fo earneftly and feverely purfued 
by the leading men of Judea ; the bloody 
edifts, emitted from the Imperial court ; 
the clamours of the multitude, mentioned 
in the refcript of Adrian y the riot at E- 
phefus, and the principle on which it 
proceeded j the tenor of Pliny^s letter to 
Trajan — Are not all decifive evidences, 
that the deftruftion of the Chriftian caufe 
was not an objefl: of indiflference ; and 
that, had there been any poffibility of fup- 
pofing coUufion and impofture in its mi- 
racles, the detection would have been ea- 
gerly attempted, and, if accomplifhed,; 
triumphantly made known ? 

p 3 The 
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^The'fixth propofitioii has antippated 
the matter which aUo belongs to this« I 
hare there called the reader to refled cm 
the multipfied and matchlefs abfurdity of 
fappofing, that the Chnitiaa miraclea. 
were artificial and &lfe } cm the total im- 
poflibility of fuppofing, that fuch artifice 
could have concealed itfelf from the pe^ 
netration of virulent, powerful enemies, 
eager to obtain a difcovery that would be^ 
fatal to the hated caufe, and which, on* 
the fuppofition of forgery, they had eve- 
ry means of infallibly obtaining. From 
what was faid there, and in this^ pro- 
pofidon together, it may ap^ar abun- 
dantly evident^ that the perfons men^ 
doned in the two preceding propofitiona,, 
in the teftimony which they bear to the 
Chriitian miracks, are witnefies, of the 
mod vmexceptionable kind. 

PRO- 
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PROPOSITION X. 

THAT THE TESTIMONY FOR THE TRUTH: 
OF THE CHRISTIAN MJRACJ.ES, WHICH. 
HA8 3EJEN STATEP IN TH? PRKCED-r 
ING PROPOSlTIOI?S| IS NOT OPPOSED 
BY ANY CONTRARY TJ^STIMONY, 



JL HE ackiiowI^4gei?a€nt, or Ae filbncr^ 
of the enemies of Chriftianity, was unt- 
verlal. There is not a fingle witnefs^ 
who can be brought in, as giving teftimo- 
ny agaiiift the miracles* There is not uy 
be found, in antiquity, even a rumour 
of any thing refemb.Iing t^e deletion of 

impofture. 
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impofture. The cafe is an unembarraflfed 
one. You are not perplexed with the ne- 
ceflity of weighing oppofite evidences a-^ 
gainft each other. The witneffes are alt 
on one fide ; and while one fcale is borne 
down with all accumidated weight, the 
other is empty. 

It may afford fome matter of furprife, 
to thofe who refled on this fubjed, that 
there is no produftion of oppofite evi- 
dence. Was the virtue of the leading 
men in Judea, and in the Gentile world, 
too pure, to admit of the pradice of de- 
ceit ? If they were influenced in their op- 
pofition to Chriflianity by private intereft, 
by the hatred of goodnefs, by attachment 
to vice ; men,^ ading from unlawful prin- 
ciples, would not Ihrink from the employ-^ 
ment of unlawful means. If a regard to 
the eftabliftied religion, a regard to the- 
imagined fecurity and welfare of the State, 

mingled 
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mingled themfelves with private znd 
>¥icked principles ; it is well known, that, 
purfuing fuch ends as thefe, priefts and 
ftatefmen have, too often, not applied a 
very rigorous morality to the means which 
they employed. May it ^ot, therefore, 
be deemed a juft Blatter of furprife, that 
there never was any outcry of impofture 
xaikdi Was' not this jto be expeSted, 
whether the wracks w,ere true or not I 
Wa^s jDpt this the k^ tk»t could be ex* 
pefted, from the hatred of the ftatefmen 
and the priefts, poffeifed of jnpo^y, ia- 
fluence, and power? Applying thofe 
powerful engines of iniquity, might they 
HLOt eafily h^e fjaboHjMed fatfe e^id^Me? 
What is the fblution pf this diffieulity*— 
from whence did it proceed, that weakh, 
power, and i?^fli|eyv:e, ranged in oppofi- 
tion to Chriftianity, did never produce 
the ^>pearance pf detefted impofture? 
Do not thefe confiderations fcem to war** 

rant 
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rant this conclufion — That the working 
of miracles by Jefus and his Apoftles, 
was, a matter of public notoriety ; mani- 
feft to all the world, as the fun fhining 
from the heavens ; and completely unde- 
niable ? It was not the truth of the mi- 
racles — it was not the enemy's convic- 
tion of their truth ; it was their public 
notoriety alone, that could have fav- 
ed them from pretended deteftions. It 
was only the abfolute impoffibility of any 
roan holding up his face to deny them, 
that could have faved diem from being 
denied. 

It may perhaps be thought, that there 
lies an exception to the truth of my prefent 
propofidon, in the cafe of the refurreftion 
of Jefus. That great faft was treated by 
the Pharifees as a deception ; and there 
was, with regard to it, a fubornation of 
fclfe. evidence. 

Now, 
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Now, I would here obferve, in xhtjlrfi 
place, that this denial and fubomation of 
evidence, apply only to this particular 
cafe ; and were not confidered, by the e- 
nemies of Chriftianity themfelves, as in- 
ferring any confequences inimical to the 
truth of the reft of the miracles. My 
objed in thefe papers has been, to efta- 
blifh the general point. That nriracks 
were performed in atteftation of the truth 
of Chriftianity ; and in oppofition to this 
general point, there is not to be found 
any contrary teftimony. Particular mira- 
cles might perhaps be denied; thofe which 
were performed in a more retired fcene, 
the certainty of which did not fliine forth 
notorious, and the denial of which was 
therefore poffible. Thefe partial ^denials 
were inconfiftent and vain, while the ge- 
neral point was admitted ; but might pro- 
ceed from falfe conceptions, and virulent 
enmity. But thefe partial denials do not 

affea 
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affeO: the general point. That miracles 
were wrought ; a point, which is imiver- 
fally admitted, and which^ eftabliflied by 
the utmoft accumulation of human tefti- 
niony^ is entirely unembarrafled by ady 
cq>pofition of teftimonieSj or of oj)iiuons. 

I obibrve, in the next place, with re- 
gard to the refurreftion, that the ftofy 
which the foldiers^ were bribed to tell, 
does not appear in the fhape of oppofite 
tcftimony ; becaufe the foldiers could not 
bear teftimony to any thing that happen- 
ed while they were afleep. The ftory, 
at the utmoft, could (Mily ferve to flicw, 
that the Apoftles had had an opportunity 
of ftealing the body—but, to the adual 
commifEon of the theft, the foldiers could 
not poffibly bear witnefs ; becaufe, if it 
took plkce at all, it was while they, were 
fleepmg. — The objeft of this propofition, 
is o^ly to ftate, that there is no oppofite 

teftimony ; 
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I 

teftimoiiy; andxhe above mentioned ftoiy, 
having been (hewn not to be of that de- 
fcription, might have been difmiffed. 

I fliall, however, ftep perhaps a little out 
of my way, to remark upon this ftory, 
in the third place, that it carries within 
it, in its manifeft improbability, its own 
confutation. — Was it probable, that a body 
of men, who, from the expreffion " fome 
*' of the watch, '* muft have confifted of 
feveral individuals, who were placed upon 
duty — upon duty of fo peculiar a kind 
as was likely to awaken peculiar atten- 
tion — fhould be {o negligent of their du- 
ty, fo unaffefted by the peculiarity of the 
cafe, fo regardlefs of the pvmifliment which 
they might dread for their negligence, as 
all at one time to fall afleep? Allow 
that this did happen 5 how did the ApoC- 
, . ties forefee it, or think it likely, fo as to 
have their plan concerted upon fuppofitioa 

<L of 
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of its happening ? How did they know 
the time when it happened ? How did 
they venture into the midft of the keep- 
ers, who were ftationed, we are to fup- 
pofe, round, or near the entrance of the 
fepulchre ? How did they venture to 
tranfad, in the midft of them, fo op^ofe 
a work as the removal of the body ; the 
noife and exertions attending which, were 
in danger of awakening, againft them, the 
notice and the fury of the foldiers ? 
Without fome coUufion between them 
iand the great men, would the foldiers 
have made known, although true, a ne- 
gleft of duty, which, when made known, 
fubjeded them to difgrace and punilh- 
ment? Does not their publication of 
their own crime, betray the appearance 
pf coUulion ? — This ftoryls the only cafe, 
in antiquity, in which the enemies of 
Chriftianity are known to have attempt- 
ed the fubornation of falfe evidence a- 

gainft 
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gainft the miracles : It is, at leaft, the 
only cafe that has come to my know- 
ledge. 

In the latter part of the fifteenth chap- 
ter of the firft volume of his hiftofy, Mr 
Gibbon brings forward fome remarks, 
which feem to aim at the produftion of op- 
pofite teftimony.: — He fays, that the fages 
of Greece and Rome turned afide from the 
awful fpeftacle of the Chriftian miracles ; 
and, purfxiing the ordinary occupations., 
of life and ftudy, appeared unconfcious 
of any alterations in the moral or phyfi- 
cal government of the world. He par- 
ticularizes the names of Seneca, of the 
elder and younger Pliny, of Tadtus, of 
Plutarch, of Galen, of the flave Epide- 
tus, and of the Emperor Marcus Anto-- 
ninus.— I requeft the reader's attentioa 
to the following obferyations on thofe fec- 
tions of Mr Gibbon. 

Q^Z It 
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It has been proven above, that the 
firft preachers of Chriftianity did pretend 
to work miracles. To thefe pretenfions, 
the fages of Greece and Rome, and all 
who refufed to embrace Chriftianity, did 
either lend their attention, or they did 
not. It has been proven above, that all 
who did lend attention, bear witnefs to 
the truth of thefe pretenfions ; and it is 
very plain, that thofe who did not lend 
attention, are witnefles for neither theiir 
falfehood nor their truth ; nor could give 
any teftimony whatever, fefpeOing a mat- 
ter that had not af all (hared their obfer- 
vation.— But the point of Mr Gibbon*s 
argument, lies, I apprehend, in the 
following fyllogifm. — Such fupernatural 
works, had they really happened, muft 
liave arretted the attention of all the world, 
and, among the reft, of all the fages of 
Greece and Rome ; but we find that thofe 
fages were unacquainted with any fuch 

fupor- 
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fupematural works ; therefore, no fuch 
fupematural works were perfortned. — 
Now, of this fyllogifm, I challenge, in 
the firft place, the minor propofition ; 
and I alk, How do we^nd that the fages 
of Greece and Rome were miacquainted 
with any fuch fupematural works ? Is 
their ignorance prefumed from the fi- 
lence of their writings refpefting fuch 
fads ? It is to be replied, that nega- 
tive arguments, deduced from filence, 
mull, from their nature, be often ambi- 
guous ; that reaforis, unknown, occafion 
omiffions w hich appear furprifing ; that 
the fubjefts, of which thofe writers treat- 
ed, might not lead them to fpeak of the 
Chriftian affairs; that miracles form a dif- 
ferent clafs of fads, from thofe phenome- 
na of nature which employed the pens of 
Seneca and Pliny. — And there is another 
deeper, and more decifive objedtion, a- 
gainll confidering the filence of the Gre- 
cian and Roman fages as a good proof of 

Q^ their 
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their ignorance. The. miracles of Chrif- 
tianity were not mere matters of curious 
obfervation; they were the foundations 
of that dire fuperftition *, for which Taci- 
tus feems to think no name of opprobrium 
too fevere : And if they were real fuper- 
natural works, there was a deep reafon^ 
why Tacitus, and all who (hared his fenti- 
ments, fliould obferve upon the fubjefl: a 
profound and fullen filence. If the mira- 
cles of Chriftiamty were impoftures, why 
did not Tacitus probe them with his hof. 
tile and penetrating eye? His language 
feems to fliew, that his mind was embit- 
tered on the fubjeft of Chriftianity. Con- 
demnation fo fevere, and, even in Mr 
Gibbon^s opiniongfo unjuft, feems to be- 
tray the irritation '^of one who takes in 
the fubjed the ifttereft of an enemy. And 
it furely would have been both humane 
and patriotic, to have extinguiflled the 
mifchievous fed, by undeceiving its de- 
luded 

* Tacit. Annal. jj. 44. quQtc4 by Oibboo, Hid. i6th ch. 
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luded partizans, to have thus prevented 
the neceflity of thofe cruel, but abortive 
meafures, to which - the Government 
reforted in vain. Was it, becaufe he* 
knew that they were fiilfe, or becaufe he 
knew too well that they were true, that 
this inflamed adverfary is filent on the 
fubjed of the miracles ? Was it not to be 
expefl:ed, on the fuppofition of the truth 
of the miracles, that thofe who obferved 
them, without embracing Chriftianity, 
would be difpofed to obferve, with regard 
to them, a fpiteful and fullen filence — un- 
able to deny, yet unwilling to acknow- 
ledge, feeling fore upon the fubjeft ? 

Is it alleged, that fiipematural works, 
had they been really performed, would 
infallibly have produced the converfion of 
all mankind, in particular of the wife and 
learned ; whofe rejeftion of Chriftianity 
is of courfe-an evidence of their ignorance 

of 
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of any fupematural works attefting it ? — 
I oppofe to this all^ation, the following 
coniiderations. 

The Jews and the Heathens did both 
refufe to confider miracles as the unequi- 
vocal proofs of a divine mifGon; and they 
imagined thofe fupematural fads to be 
referal^Ie to the agency of devils and of 
demons. Their knowledge, therefore, of 
the reality of the miracles, did by no 
means, in their apprehenfion, imply, a3 , 
an unavoidable confequence, the belief of 
.Chriftianity. — Is it not alfo eafily fuppofe- 
able, that they might view the matter 
with too carelefs^ eyes ? Engroffed with 
the objeds of this world, carelefs of fu- 
turity, blinded by their prejudices, and 
governed by their paflions ; the miracles 
had not power to fix their attention, to 
tear them from the world, and touch 
their minds with that religious fenfe 

which 
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which hac) before been unexperienced. 
The fupernatural evidence was moft ftrifc- 
ing ; but it was of a calm and tranquil, 
not of an overwhelming and compulfive 
nature. The dwellings of the defpifers 
of Chriftianity did not bury their inhabt 
tants in their ruins ; the earth did not 
fink beneath their fteps ; the thunder of 
heaven did not ftrike them. They pur- 
fued their accuftomed occupations with 
their ufual tranquillity and fafety : the 
ordinary cpurfe of nature was unaltered. 
The power, the fplendour, the profperity 
of this world continued to diftinguifh the 
enemies of Chriftianity ; and they aban^ 
doned its humble, perffecuted friends. 
The fupematu*ral evidence prefented itfetf 
to the fenfes of mankind : It fought to 
influence their reafon ; but it was capable 
of being forgotten. Its calm voice might 
be drowned amidft the noife and hurry 
of the world, Trejudice, habit, pride, 

intereft 
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intereft and gleafure, might refufe to 
yieli to it. — You fay, that it appears to 
you incredible, that, amidft the difplay of 
fupernatural evidences, there fhould re- 
main one man unconverted. And in 
like maimer, previous to experience, it 
might perhaps have appeared mcredible, 
that, amidft thofe ideas, of religion which 
are prevalent in Chriftian countries, there 
fliould be any man carelefs of religion. Pre* 
vious to experience, it might perhaps have 
appeared incredible, that any man fliould 
purfue fenfual indulgences^ to fuch an 
e^ctent, as to facrifice, in the fatal purfuit;, 
lus h^ealtb, fortune, reputation, and life,. 
Previous to hiftorical information, it might 
perhaps have appeared iacredible, that 
any man, placed in the fublime ftation of 
a Roman Emepror — called upon, fo loud- 
ly, by honour, confcience, hvimanity, to 
improve their cxtenfive opportunities of 
promoting humai^ happinefs, fliould have 

exhibited 
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exhibited the charafler and condufifc 
which have placed at the'head of the lift 
of infamy, a Commodus, a Caligula, and 
an Heliogabalus, Do men never ad a- 
gainft their reafon ? Do they never ne- 
gled the care of future interefts, that are 
known to be more important, amidft 
their engroffment with concerns lefs 
momentous, but more immediate? Do 
ancient and confirmed impreflions and 
habits, uniformly yield to the unaccuf- 
tomed influence of new ideas that are 
more reafonable? Do the greateft ta- 
lents, and the deepeft penetration, form 
a certain fecurity againft the dominion of 
pride and avarice, of prejudice and habit, 
of pleafure and ambition? — Might not 
the great men of Rome be firmly deter- 
mined, that they would at all events 
fupport the ancient Xuperftition, with 
which their own dignity, and, as they 
imagined, the welfare and greatnefs of 

the 
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the State, were conneded ? Might they 
not be well refolved, that the pride of 
Rome fhould not be humbled, in a point 
fo delicate, and fo momentous ; that the 
miftrefs of the world fliould not refign 
that ancient religion, under the aufpices 
of which fhe had rifen to grandeur un- 
rivalled; nor take, in its ftead, a new 
faith, brought to her, by Jews, from a 
province which her arms had fubdued, 
and whofe narrow territory her eye could 
fcarcely difcem on the map of her im- 
menfe dominions ? Might they not be 
well refolved, that they would not join 
thofe deferters of the public religion, 
againft whom they had exclaimed as the 
/noft abandoned of men; that they would ' 
not throw afide their pontifical robes, 
retire from the altar, renounce the honour 
of leading the public ceremonies, and 
confefs that the fyftem which they had 
Iblemnly fupported was delufion ; in or- 
der 
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der that, having renounced every thing 
which they had formerly maintained to 
be facred, they might fubmit, as children, 
to be taught from the mouths of fiflier- 
men of Galilee? — In the Sixth Propofi- 
tion, I have mentioned feveral circum- 
ftances which might oppofe the progrefs 
of Chriftianity, and which, confequently, 
ferve to account for its rejedion. Thefe 
circumftances will be found infifted on by 
a variety of writers : I refer the reader 
particularly to the chapter in Paley's 
Evidences, entitled, *' Rejedion of Chrif- 
tianity. '' 

With refpeft to the firft propofition 
of our fyllogifm, it does indeed feem 
probable, that fome found of the Chrif- 
tian miracles muft have reached all who 
were not entirely feclud^d from inter- 
courfe with the world, and from informa'- 
tion of its occurrences. But it is perhaps 
a poflible 
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poffible to fuppofe, that that found 
might, notwithftanding' the truth of 
the fupematural works, reach fome fo 
faintly, as to allow them ftill to keep 
themfelves in fcepticifin. It is perhaps 
poffible to fuppofe, that fome of the 
philofophers and ftatefmen might keep 
themfelves fo remote from the fcene of the 
Chriftian miracles, that they might rejeft 
or prohibit, with fuch ridicule and dif- 
dain, all information on the fubjeft, as to 
Ihut out from their view the certainty of 
fafts which were notorious to the bulk of 
mankind. Do not princes and great men 
often remain ignorant of the moft noto- 
rious truths, which thofe, who have ac- 
cefs tp their perfons, are afraid or unwil- 
ling to communicate ? May not the moft ; ' 
notorious truths, the found of which has 
happened to reSch them, be reprefented, by 
thofe on whom they depend for informa- 
tion, as uncertain or falfe ? When you 

fay, 
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fay, that a fad is notorious, you mean 
that it is publicly, generally known; while 
there may ftill be people fo remote from 
information, fo peculiarly fituated, as to 
remain in uncertainty or ignorance ; and 
in this munber thofe of the higheft rank 
are very likely to be included. 
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THE PRECEDING EVIDENCE. 



Ihe conclufion which I think myfdf 
entitled to draw from the evidence that 
has now been laid before the reader, is 
this — ^The working of miracles by the 
firft preachers of Chriftianity, is a faft, 
not merely attended with a certain degree 
of probability, but it is a faft abfolutely 
certain. It is a faft, removed beyond the 
pofTibility of doubt, beyond the verge of 

lawful 
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lawful controverfy. It is a fad, which I 
am entitled to hold as certain as the ex- 
iftence of the paper on which I write, 
or of the chair on which I am feated. 
Thefe arc ftrong affertions ; but they are 
warranted by the evidence which I have 
been employed in exhibiting. That there 
was a ^eat battle fought at Pharfalia, , 
between Pompey and Julius Caefar ; that 
there Uved, in that age, fuch a man as the 
famed fubverter of the liberties of Rome: 
—thefe are fads, of which no man, ac- 
quainted with ancient hiftory, entertains 
a doubt ; any more than he does of the 
cxiftence of the chair on which he (its, 
or of the truth of Euclid's propofitions. 
The evidence of teftimony may arife to 
fu^h a height, as to be perfeftly equivalent 
to , that of fenfe, or of demonftration : 
and there are many points in ancient 
hiftory, (of which the Chriftian miracles 
R 3 conftitute 
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confHtute one), in which the evidence of 
tefUmony does arife to this height* 

After the matter which I have ex- 
hibited ; the anxiety which mnft have 
exifted in the innumerable friends, and 
in the innumerable foes of Cbriftianity, 
to know the real ftate of the cafe — 
the perfed opportunity of difcoverihg 
it, which they pofleffed — the univerfal 
acknowledgement which, amidfl the uf- 
moft caution to guard againft deceptioii 
on the one fide, and the moft virulent 
diflike to own the truth on the other, 
all do with one confent agree in mak- 
ing — the boimdlefs magnitudie of the 
evidence, and the total want of any thing 
to be put into the oppofite fcale— Am 
I not warranted to conclude, that the 
reality of the miracles appeared to the 
people of that age, as notorious and vm- 
deniable as the fliitting of the fun ; and 
that it is a point, to me,' as certain as the 

battle 



Digitized by VjOO^I^ 

^JBiilhi ■ I niii I — ■■ — ^ 



FRECBDING EVIDENCE. I99 

batde of PharfaKa, or the exiftence of 
fuch a man as Julius Casfar ; as certain, 
as the exiftence of the objeft which my 
eyes behold ? 

I wifh the reader to underftand the 
claim which I confider the evidence 
ftated, as having on his faith. It does 
not merely require him to acknowledge 
the probability of the fefts which it 
fupportsj — it requires him to acknow- 
fedge their undoubted certainty ; — it re- 
quires him to admit them within the 
circle from which all doubt is excluded; 
and to embrace them, with a conviftion, 
no lefs affured, than that which he at- 
taches to the objeOs of his touch, or of 
his fight. 

In oppofition to this high claim, it 
may be deemed a ftrong objedion, that 
the truth of the miracles has been often 
contefted and denied } contefted and de* 

nied^ 



y Google 



20O REFLECTIONS OK THE 

" nied, not merely by the thoughtle& and 
diffipated, but even by fome of thofe 
whde names (land high in the lift of 
philofophic £une« 

Now, before proceeding to make £bme 
obfervations on the infidelity of philofo- 
phers, I muft. requeft the reader to attend 
to the ftate of the fad ; and I mnft warn 
him againft imagining that infidelity is 
the g^w^ra/ fentiment which has prevail- 
ed among fpeculative men. There arc 
numbered, it is true, in the ranks of 
Infidelity, a Hume, a Rousseau, and a 
Voltaire. But there are other names, 
before the philofophical fplendour of 
which, thofe that I have mentioned, dif- 
appear. Chriftianity was the religion of 
Locke, of Bacon, and of Newton. 
Of Other philofophical men, the bulk, 
I imagine, have profeflTed, and, fo far as 
is known, have believed, the Chriftian 

religion. 
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religion. Infidelity is a peculiar opinion^ 
entertained indeed by many men of abi- 
Kties and fpeculation; and, of late, be- 
come particularly fefhionable among the 
French philofophers and their adherents—^ 
but ftill, a peculiar opinion, adopted only 
by a party of philofophers. On this par- 
tial infidelity of philofophers, I make the 
following obfervations. 

There are different drcumftances, by 
which the judgement of philofophers, on 
this fubjed, may be fuppofed to have 
been perverted. Their fpeculations may 
have encoiintered the do&ines which 
the icripture reveals ; their palEons and 
evil habits may have hated its virtuous 
maxims ; their contempt for the fuperfti- 
tion with which religion has been fome- 
times overwhelmed, may have unjuftly 
and carelefsly extended itfelf to true reli- 
gion y they may have flood at a diftance 

bonx 
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from the fubjeft, and, not looking mto it 
narrowly, have overlooked the decided 
diftinftion which feparates the true mira- 
cles from thofe falfe pretenfions that have 
abounded in the world. The cafe is 
clear and indubitable, when you fearch 
into it ; but it requires fome refearch* 
It is a point of ancient hiftory j ajid it is 
eafy to ftand aloof, and to prejudge it» 
A man who, at his-entrance upon life, has 
i^ij>ed a pJwiofophdie coi^tei^pt fo^r all fu- 
perftitioft, may purfi^e. th?e xefearcbes of 
bw, of chemiftry, of natural philofophy, 
pf natural hiftory ; he may reac.h the y^- 
?y fumxnit of; f?une in thefe different de- 
paitment^, and^ at the fame time, conti- 
nue blind to the truth pf an ancient faft, 
to the evidence of which he difdains to 

K 

^t^id. It will be found, I imaginis, that 
the rejection of ChriiUanity has general- 
ly, if not always, been atten^d, in fome 
degree, with non-eii^^aminatioii, and pre« 

judging 
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judging contempt. I do not know thit 
any of its enemies have made it the fub- 
je£t of their peculiar and profoimd invef- 
tigation. If, from thefe, or other caufes, 
one or two eminent philofophers Ihall 
have efpoufed and maintained the Anti- 
chriftian caufe, their infidelity does then 
give the tone to the fafhion, and is imi- 
tated in the fervile circle of their admirers 
and followers. 

If the learned and philofophic enemies 
of the Chiriftian faith, have not ftudied its 
evidences with peculiar and profound re- 
fearch ; this want of examination will de- 
traft from the authority of their opinions, 
in two reifpefts. In the firft place. Be- 
caufe it does, of courfe, render them lefe 
qualified to form a found judgement in 
the cafe : In the fecond place, Becaufe it 
gives groimd to fufpeft their ferioulhefs, 
confcientioufnefs, and reverential impref- 

fions 
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lions of the importance of the fubje^ 
Is it a light matter, to tear up the foun- 
djdons, on which the virtue, the confola- 
tion, and the hope of mankind, r^ft ? 
Shall Chriftianity, fupported by fuch evi- 
dences ; believed and defended by fuch 
numbers of enlightened men; the religion 
of Locke, of BACON,of Newton-— Shall 
Chriftianity be deemed fo notorioufly and 
obvioufly falfe, as not to deferve exami- 
nation ? Shall the fentiments of mankind, 
on this point, of fuperlative importance, 
be attacked by any, who have not acquir- 
ed the moft profound and extenfive ac- 
quaintance with the fubjeft ? I will not 
fay, (though fuch an idea might perhaps 
be defended by no feeble arguments) — 
I will not fay, that if Chriftianity were 
falfe, the truth fliould not be made ap- 
pear : But I will fay. That, by all the ve- 
neration due to things divine ; by all the 
ineftimable value of heavenly inftruftions ; 

by 
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by all the regard that is due to the virtue, 
confoiation, and happinefs of man ; by all 
the refped and tendemefs due to opinions 
ancient and eftaWifhed ; by all the high 
refponfibility which the patrons of fuch 
innovations incur— every man is ki the 
ftrongeft manner warned to beware of at* 
tacking ChriiHanity, without at leaft the 
moft fcrupulous caution, and the moft 
mature, profound refearch. If any man 
aft otficrwife, is he a wife and good man ? 
is he a -man, whofe prudence, modefty, 
integrity, and ferioufhefs, are fuch as may 
entitle his opinion to confidence and re- 
fpea ? 

It is to be obferved, that the evidence 
ftated in the precedmg propofitions, is 
not a fubjeft, for determining on wliich, 
we need hsfve recourfe to the opinion of 
men of extraordinary parts. It is a fub- 
jefl:, on which every man, of found, com- 

s moQ 
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mon fenfe, is qualified to form a judge- 
ment : He is perhaps better qualified to 
form a found judgement, than a man of 
extraordinary parts, and fhining genius. 

There is perhaps no clafs of men, among 
whom you may more readily expefl: error 
from the plain and found principles of 
common fenfe, than among men of ge- 
nius and fpeculation. Thofe who leave 
the beaten track, and employ themfelves 
in fearching out new paths of truth, are 
the perfons moft likely to wander into 
new paths of error. If there be a paf- 
fion that wifhes to lead them aftray, and 
that has their inclination on its fide, their 
genius and imagination, fertile in fophif- 
try, fupply them too readily with the 
means of felf-deception, and ferve to 
promote the perverfion of their judge- 
ment. 

Confider 
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Confider the abfurd, the monftrous opi- 
nions, into which fophiftry has, on other 
points, mifled philofophers ; and you will 
perceive, that a holy religion, encounter- 
ing, in various ways, the opinions, pre- 
judices, and paffions of mankind, might 
very well be d^iied, without fuch denial 
refledHng fufpicion on the certainty of its 
evidence. If men have afferted, that the 
progrefs of improvement may hereafter 
fuperfede the neceflity of fleep, and may 
entirely banifli death from the abodes of 
men * ; that the frame of nature ,does 
not difcover the evidence of an intelligent 
framer — If they have denied th© exiftence 
of a material world around them ; if they 
have (i^nied the exiftence of men them- 
felves — Is there any thing fo certain, which 
thefe men might not deny ; any thing fo 
abfurd, which they ihight not maintain ? A 
fpeculative and inventive genius is of much 

s 2 ufe, 

* Some fuch ideas, I think, are thrown out by a mo- 
dern fpeculator, v^fs writings 1 have not read. 
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ufe, in exploring new tracks, in invent- 
ing new arguments, in widening the fimits 
of human knowledge : But its excellence 
does not confift in leading its poflBsffor to 
ibund judgements of things; and it is 
very likely to happen, that, with its more 
ufeful produ&ions, there fliall be mingled 
a proportion of tsror. A fertile foil pro- 
duces, more abofidantly than a barren 
ore, both good grain and weeds. 

A man who applies his fpeculations to 
prance in agriculture, may very probably 
make ufeful improvements ; and he may, 
by his Ipoculations, benefit the public : But 
it is a common remark, that fuch men^ 
while they benefit peiiiaps the public, do 
yet, from the frequent failure of their 
proje&s, hurt Aeir own fortunes. If the 
public, inflead of felefting what is ufe- 
ful in fuch projeds, were to adopt them 
in the grofs, it would receive , damage. 

In 
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In Kke manner, were the public to take, 
in the grofs, the opinions maintained by 
men of genius, it would be mifled into 
notions the moft extravagant and abfurd. 
It is the biifinefs of found, common fenfe, 
to feparate the chaflf from the good grain. 
It is to the judgement of found, common 
fenfe, that the opinions which fpring 
from a luxuriant and inventive genius, 
are to be referred ; and it is by it, that 
their folidity is to be tried. If I am to 
take ally human opinion as an authority, 
it is the aggregsite judgeftient of. the 
greateft poffible number of men of found, 
common fenfe, rightly informed on the 
fabjea.. The ofiice of men of genius is, 
.not to judge, but to invent ; and, to fol- 
low them as authorities, is to miftake en- 
tirely the province, in the intelleftual 
world, whkh they are qualified for occu- 
pying. 

S3 There 
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There is another clafs of xinbelie^aw^ 
befidee the fpeculatire Hien^ who poffeft^ 
or pretend to poflefs, genius* This cla& 
confifts o£ thole who do not think 
at all ; who learn their objedions to re- 
ligion at a convivial meeting ; and who^ 
.give you, in the plac# of argument, 
the name of fame famous philofbpher 
who was an infideL Tfaefe are harmlefe 
o{^nenft ; and, on the whole, we need 
not be in any degree difturbed, if the feds 
which I have teen confidering, be con- 
tcfted by thdfe who do. not think at all ;. 
by thofe who have never attended to this* 
particular cafe ; or by thofe wild fpecula- 
tors, for whofe imagination there is no» 
thing too abfurd, and for whofe doubts, 
there is nothing too certain* 

The enemies of Chriftianity mufter 
other inftances of pretended miracles > 
they expatiate on the evidence by which 

thofe 
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thofe pretenAons were confirmed; and 
Vfifh to TGpr^ut dus evidence as equiva* 
lent, or fiiperior, to that which eftablifhefe 
the miracles of Cbriftianity. I muft 
.entreat the reader to cotifait, on this 
fiibjea, Paiey's Evidences, Campbell's 
Inquiry, and Douglas's Criterion ; in 
which authors, he will find a confidera- 
tkm of the evidence alleged in fupport 
of other miracles. 

I have no doubt that there are no 
miracles, Popifii, Mahometan, or Hea- 
then, which win bear any comparifon 
with thofe of Chriftianity. But if you 
had been able to produce other mi- 
racks, equally authenticated as thofe of 
Chriftianity^ I Should then have only re- 
plied, that then thofe miracles alib had 
been indeed performed. It would not 
have matteredjthat thei:e appeared no good 
plirpofe, or no puipofe at all, which fuch 

miracles 
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miracles could ferve. We muft take 
£ads ; and every thing authenticated, as 
are the miracles of Chriftianity, muft be 
a faft. You may account for it as you 
can ; you may refer it to caufes unknown; 
you may deem it inexplicable and impro* 
bable — But it is a faft ; and you muft at 
any rate receive it. It is not in the na- 
ture of things, that fuch evidence can ex.- 
ift, and the fads which it authenticates 
not be true* 

Had the miracles of Vefpafian, of the 
Lamplighter at ParagofTa, and of the Abbe 
Paris*s tomb, been confirmed by fuch e- 
vidence as that adduced above, they fhould 
then have been received as undoubted 
fads ; and as they did not appear in fuch 
a fhape, as to. afford, even if true, di- 
reft atteftation to any doftrines of re^ 
ligion, the admiffion of their truth would 
not have induced any confequences in*- 

confiftent 
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confiftent with the truth of Chriftianity,— 
In the firft place, there are no other mi- 
racles authenticated like thofe of Chrifti- 
anity. In the fccond place, if there were 
other miracles fo authenticated, they might 
yet be of fuch a kind, as that their truth 
could be admitted, tritfaout invalidating^ 
in any degree, the certainty of thofe which 
Bttefted the Chriftian miilioB, 

But, iuppofe that diere couM be prc^ 
duced miracles equally well attefted as 
thofe of Cfariftianity ; &ppoIe that thoie 
miracles bore d^eSt atteftation to doc- 
tiines of religion, unholy, ahfurd^ and 
oppoiite to thofe of Chriftianky: what 
wouid be the confequence to be inlerred f 
There would not be, h^e, a conteft of 
oppofite evidences, equally ftrong, and 
therefore deftroying each other ; becatife 
the two difieri^t fcts of evidence would nojt 
be applied to the &me fubj^ : But the 

only 
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only confequence to be inferred, would 
be, that fince fuch evidence had, in one 
cafe, proved fallacious, it was not impoflible 
that it fhould prove fallacious in other 
cafes alfo. But this confequence, were 
it poffible to reach it, would be far from 
overtttming the truth of the mir^cles^ 

It is obferved by Paley, that fuch a cafe 
as he has flated, never occurred; and 
that this is the point at iffue. But I ap- 
prehend, that if it had been poflTible to 
carry this point againft us, the truth of 
the miracles might flill have flood. It 
, might have flill flood, perhaps, upon the 
firmefl grounds. For obferve — there 
are a very great number of degrees be- 
tween the impoffibility of falfehood, and 
total uncertainty. The evidence, on 
which, in a thoufand inflances, we muft 
aft in the condudl of life — on which 
juflice is difpenfed, and decifions paiTed 

on 
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on life and dtath— is of a kind, in which 
there are fome degrees of the poffibility 
of fallacy. It is an evidence, which, in 
one inftance perhaps out of a thoufand, 
has proved, or may prove fallacious ; 
but the foundnefs of which, in the other 
nine hundred and ninety-nine inftances, 
renders it a juft ground on which to 
ad, and to decide. To whatever degree 
the number of cafes, in which, out of a 
thoufand, it is likely to prove found, ex- 
ceeds five hundred ; to that degree there 
is a higher or lefTer probability. At five 
hundred, there is equilibrium, and in- 
capability of decifion. To whatever de- 
gree the number of cafes, in which it is 
likely to prpve found, falls below five 
hundred ; to that degree there is a leffer 
or higher improbability. ^ 

r 

The difcovery, therefwe, of another 
cafe, in which fimilar evidence had 

proved 
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proved tmfouiicL, hadT it been poffible 
that fuck a dilcovcry could be mad^^ 
would have been fo far from necef^ 
farily overttinang the credtt^ility <rf iha 
miracles, that it might hardly^ in any ma* 
tcrial degree, have dimimfiied their ab*, 
folute certainty; fince this m%hit cmly- 
Have been onfe, otit of; a million of cafe^^ 
in which ftich evidence would provd found* 
Where evidence is of fuch a kind, that 
it never has, nor, from the natmre of 
things, ever can prove fallacious^ (of which 
kind I confider the evidence dated above) } 
' in this cafe, you have abfolute certainty j 
and the fa£bs, thus eflabliflied, are as fure^ 
as the things which fenfe perceives, or 
which deraohftration proves. This cer- 
tainty defcends to diflFerent degrees of 
probability, or of improbability, accord*- 
ing to the multiplying number q{ cafes 
iA tHb[ich the evixience would be likely to 
prove unfound; 

It 
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It may perhaps be thought by fome, 
that there arifes, againft the fads which I 
have been defending, a fpecies of oppo- 
fite evidence, inrthe nature ©f that religion, 
the truth of which follows from that of 
the miracles. If confirmation were need- 
ed, or if any thing could add confirma- 
tion to what is abfolutely certain, this im- 
portant confequence would, in my opi- 
nion, yield a high confirmation to the 
truth of the miracles. That religion does, 
in my opinion, J)ear brightly, oi^the face 
©f it, the ftamp of its heavenly original. 
The godlike wifdom, the unfullied puri- 
ty, the unbending morality, which dif- 
play, from the pages of the New Tefta- 
ment, their refplendent glory — fuch as' 
never fprung from the wifdom and vir- 
tue of the wifeft an'd befl men — fuch as 
could not furely fpring from the hearts 
and heads of unlearned and bafe-minded" 
impoftors— do of themfelves, without o- 

T ther 
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ther proofs, point out, by authentic 
marks, the fource from whence they 
flowed. This is a fubjedl, capable of moft 
beautiful^ edifying illuftration j but om 
which I cannot now expatiate. 

With refpeft to the apparent difficul- 
ties to be found in the book that contains^ 
this religion, thus brightly traced with 
the features of Heaven, I requeft the at- 
tention of the reader to the following 
brief hints. 

The Bible is the moft ancient book in 
the world. It is written in ftrange, in 
dead languages ; — languages underftood 
deeply by few, completely by none. It 
alludes to a ftate of manners, to praftices 
and fads, known imperfedly, or not at 
all. From thefe circumftances, it may 
follow, that the difficulties which are per- 
ceived by an unlearned reader, exift on- 
ly 
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ly in the tranflatfon ; and that thofe which 
ftrike others more learned^ arife from 
their imperfedl knowledge of the origi- 
nal, and their ignorance of circumftances 
to which there are allufions. Some of 
thefe difficulties may be already explain> 
ed, by others more acute, more atten- 
tive, or more knowing : fome of them 
may receive explanation hereafter : andi 
with refpedt to fome of them, in them^ 
felves equally explicable, the means of 
explanation may be now completely loft* 
If you read Miehaelis?s Introdudory Lec- 
tures to the New Teftament, you wiU 
perceive what profound erudition is requi- 
fite for developing, in the moft complete 
manner, the fhades that antiquity has 
drawn acrofs the facred volume* While 
the eflential rule of faith and manners is 
clear and certain, the complete elucida- 
tion of fcripture, the removal of that 
veil with which high antiquity hath par- 
T 2 tially 
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tially fiiaded the celeftial record, is to be 
gradually effcd:ed by the application of 
profound erudition^ and of found, en- 
lightened criticifm. You will keep in 
mind, therefore, that the cloud of anti- 
quity refts upon the facred volume — a 
cloud which muft be penetrated by pa- 
tient inveftigation, deep learning, and 
found, accurate criticifm : nor will you 
be furprifed, that, from the midfl of this^ 
cloud, there fhould arife apparent diffi- 
culties, which exift only in your ignorance, 
c£ language^ circumftances, and man- 
Eers» 

With refpeft to the dodrines which 
Chriftianity unfolds, there ^re certain 
views of them, which may be juftly call- 
ed Catholic ; which have been held by 
the great body of Chriftians, fince the 
beginning ; which are found in the creed 
of aU eilabliihed churches i in which 

Papifts 
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Papifts and Proteftants, Lutherans and 
Calvinifts, agree ; and from which, I 
would advife every man to be extreme- 
ly cautious of departing. This catho- 
lic fenfe is not an infallible teft of 
truth ; but it is furely entitled to much 
refped. Should, however, any part of 
the received doflirine appear to you to in- 
volve a difficulty which you cannot fur- 
mount; it will not follow, that you fhould 
rejed Chriftianity, but that you fhould 
take part with that fet of Chriftians, who 
may have effaced from their creed, the 
doftrine in which you find unconqttcral?Ie 
difficulty. In the variety of c^inions 
which various fefts of Chriftians hold j 
in the high antiquity of the facred volume, 
which may well be fuppofed, efpecially to 
the unlearned, to have drawn over it fome 
fhades of darknefs; in the unknown and 
invifible nature of thofe fublime fubjef^s, 
of which the Revelation treats, you may 

u fidd 
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find a folution or account of every diffi* 
culty. 

I conclude, then, with this pofition, 
'which I leave with the reader, as that 
which the preceding evidence appears 
to entitle me to lay down — That mi- 
racles were performed by thofe who 
£rft pr^ache4 Chriftiaaity^ was« ia thofe 
days, a matter pf notorious and unde« 
niable certainty* It is a matter^ to me^ 
' as certain as the battle of PharfaUa— a& 
the fubverfion, by Ca^far, of the liber* 
ties 9f Rome— as the exiftence, in an- 
cient times, of fuch a city as Ro»ku It 
is a matter, as certain, a& the esdftence c£ 
the paper on which I am writings 

FINIS, 



Frinkd fy D. WiUifen, EtTu^r^. 
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